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Tennessee State Assessment Results
Hardy Elementary School, Tennessee

Topic: Turning Around Chronically Low-Performing Schools

Practice: Focus on Instruction

Hardy Elementary teachers and staff collaboratively analyze data reports 

such as these on the results of the Tennessee Comprehensive Assessment 

Program (TCAP) and the Tennessee Value-Added Assessment System 

(TVAAS) to determine strengths and weaknesses in student learning. 

Teachers are able to use the data to guide instructional planning. The 

TCAP report indicates the percent of students scoring “Below Proficient,” 

“Proficient,” and “Advanced” by year, grade level, gender, and subject 

area.

The TVAAS is designed to measure students’ academic gain over time 

by comparing each individual student’s past performance on tests from 

the Tennessee Comprehensive Assessment Program (TCAP) to their 

performance in a given year. This system uses test results from the 

assessments taken by Tennessee students each spring in grades 3 through 

8. The scale for each test in the TCAP set of tests increases with each 

grade level so that a difference can be calculated to show how much 

a student learns each year. For example, the difference between a 
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student’s score on the third-grade math test and his or her score on the fourth-grade math test indicates 

how much the student learned in the fourth grade. The value-added reports complement the TCAP reports 

and provide additional information on students’ academic success.

This system assumes that all students can improve academically each year at the same rate as all other 

students. Teachers are able to use the data to guide instructional planning. This report indicates the 

estimated school mean normal curve equivalent (NCE) gain by year and grade level.
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