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Using Literature Circles for Reading 
Comprehension
University Park Campus School, Massachusetts

Topic: Helping Students Navigate the Path to College 

Practice: Prepare Students Academically

Teachers at University Park Campus School (UPCS) use literature circles to 

facilitate students’ critical thinking during in-class reading assignments. 

This document describes one teacher’s methods of implementing 

literature circles, including assigning roles, allowing time for individual 

review and group discussion, and circulating among the groups to further 

encourage thoughtful conversation about the work. Teachers can use 

this document as a guide to using literature circles to engage students in 

higher-level text discussions.
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