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Planning for a College Trip
Chattanooga School for the arts and Sciences, tennessee

Topic: Helping Students Navigate the Path to College 

Practice: Foster College Aspirations

Chattanooga School for the arts and Sciences (CSaS) designs junior class 

college trips that give students a personalized experience and teach 

skills that can be used in the ongoing college and career search. Unlike 

traditional day visits, CSaS’s weeklong college trips allow students to 

experience a variety of college types they otherwise might not consider.

planning for the trips begins in sophomore year when CSaS staff meet with 

students for input on the types of colleges they want to visit. Sometimes 

students have particular locations or types of college they would like to 

visit, such as performing arts schools. 

Students use the College interest Survey to indicate their top three 

choices among eight possible regions and specific colleges within each. 

CSAS uses survey results, which reflect the dynamics and interests of the 

students, to create the five trips most preferred by students.    

Questions for Your Campus Visit provide a springboard for students new to 

the college admissions process. Students are encouraged to ask questions 

of admissions directors, counselors, or instructors and take notes during a 

campus visit.
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Questions for your Campus Visit

In order to assure that your visit to a college campus is productive, consider creating a list of questions
pertaining to issues that are important to you that you would like answered. You may start with some of
the questions listed below and then add your own as well. This list is not meant to be complete, but it is
to serve as a guide to help you clarify what college information is necessary to assist you in selecting a
good school.

Note:When you see the word (web) following a question, this information is usually available on the
college or university website and should be covered by the students providing you with research about
the school. Additionally, most information sessions will cover many of these topics, so listen closely and
avoid asking questions on information previously discussed.

ADMISSIONS CRITERIA

1. Approximately what high school average do you expect an applicant to have? (web)

2. What admissions tests (SAT/ACT) do you require? When should these tests be taken? What is the
range of scores you find acceptable? (web)

3. What factors are important in your selection process? What importance do you give to a student’s
academic program, extracurricular activities, special talents, recommendations?

4. What type of admissions procedure do you follow? Do you have rolling admission? Early decision?
What are the deadlines and notification dates? (web)

ACADEMIC PROGRAMS

1. What majors or academic programs is your university especially noted for? Any unique programs?
Pre professional programs? ROTC (Reserve Officers’ Training Corps)?

2. How large are the classes? What is the student faculty ratio? What is the average size class?

3. How do freshman choose their courses? What courses are required?

4. At what point does a student have to choose a major?

5. What percentage of your students complete the four year programs at your school?

COST & FINANCIAL AID

1. What is the annual cost of tuition and fees for students? Estimated cost for books and personal
supplies? (web)

2. What financial assistance is available?

3. Is all financial aid based on need, or do you offer merit scholarships? Scholarships for students with
special talents? Athletic scholarships?

4. Do you offer any work study programs?

5. Can students work on campus? Are there jobs on campus for students on receiving financial aid
assistance?

6. If admitted, when do you require a deposit, and under what circumstances is the deposit refundable?

7. What percentage of students receives financial assistance?
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STUDENT LIFE

1. What kinds of cultural, sports, and literary activities are offered on campus? (web)

2. Are intramural sports available? (web)

3. Must one join specific organizations to be a part of campus life, or is there room to be included in
other ways?

4. How much importance is placed on social activities and other extracurricular activities?

5. What kinds of living accommodations are there? (web)

6. What support services are available to students?

QUESTIONS YOU MAY BE ASKED DURING A COLLEGE VISIT

1. How did you first hear about this college?

2. What are your career goals?

3. What are you interested in majoring in?

4. What kinds of things do you do outside of school?

5. What do you think are your academic strengths and weaknesses?

6. How familiar are you with this college?

7. What are your priorities in selecting a college?

8. How would you describe your high school?

9. What is the most significant contribution you have made to your school?

COLLEGE VISIT FOLLOW UP

1. Make notes on the college as soon as possible after the visit.

a. Likes

b. Dislikes

c. Name and title of interviewer

d. Important points to remember

e. Answers to questions

2. Write a letter of appreciation if you want to make a great impression to the Admissions Office.

a. This shows thoughtfulness, courtesy, and maturity.

b. It reinforces the admission officer’s memory of you as an individual


