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Learning Together About Reading Comprehension Strategies

Purpose
With this workshop, professional development providers can help teachers deepen their understanding of teaching specific reading comprehension strategies.
Materials  
Laptop and projector


IES Practice Guide, Improving Reading Comprehension in Kindergarten Through 3rd Grade

Text (selected by teachers) for planning reading comprehension instruction
Media
Teaching Reading Comprehension Strategies and Selecting Appropriate Text, multimedia overview on teaching comprehension strategies to improve student comprehension. (5:28 min)


What Good Readers Do, expert interview. Dr. Nell Duke explores how teachers can help students understand the habits of good readers by explicitly teaching comprehension strategies. (6:00 min)


A Gradual Release of Responsibility. Watch this expert interview with Dr. Nell Duke to learn how to teach strategies with a gradual release of responsibility from the teacher to the student. (3:59 min)

                                This tool and related media and materials are located in the Doing What Works Library (https://dwwlibrary.wested.org/). For assistance, contact dww@wested.org.
Topic
Improving K–3 Reading Comprehension

Practice 
Teach Comprehension Strategies

Learning Together About Reading Comprehension Strategies

1. Select a difficult text in an unfamiliar field (e.g., biochemical engineering) and have teachers track the strategies they use as they read. Debrief afterwards by having teachers share out their strategies.

2. As a group, watch the multimedia overview, Teaching Reading Comprehension Strategies and Selecting Appropriate Text. Lead a discussion to clarify participants’ understanding of comprehension strategies by asking them to reflect on these questions:

· Which comprehension strategies do you teach your students to use? Why?

· What are the pros and cons to teaching strategies individually versus in combination?

· What kinds of tools, materials, or training are needed for you to incorporate more explicit teaching of comprehension strategies in your classroom?

It may be helpful to display the questions via projector or create a handout that participants can refer to.

3. Watch the expert interviews What Good Readers Do and A Gradual Release of Responsibility. Use the following questions to guide discussion:

· Brainstorm the various ways teachers might explicitly teach or explain, or model, a comprehension strategy.

· What does the term “guided practice” mean to you? 

· What does guided practice look like in the classroom?

· What indicators can teachers use to determine when students are ready for more independent practice?

· How can a teacher recognize when a strategy should be modeled further? 

4. Have teachers bring in texts they are planning to introduce for comprehension strategy instruction and, in small groups, discuss:

· Level of interest/engagement, appropriateness of reading level, and instructional value of the text
· Which comprehension strategies would be most appropriate to teach with their text

· Different approaches to explaining and modeling the strategies

· How to provide opportunities for students to practice the strategies individually, in pairs, and in groups 

Note: The worksheets below may help in thinking through each of these areas. Consult with the IES Practice Guide Improving Reading Comprehension in Kindergarten Through 3rd Grade (pp. 12-13) for specific examples of promoting strategy practice. 

Planning for Reading Comprehension Strategy Instruction

	Some common comprehension strategies:
	Discussion Notes

	Activating Prior Knowledge/Predicting
	

	Questioning
	

	Visualizing
	

	Monitoring, Clarifying, and Fix- Up Strategies
	

	Drawing Inferences
	

	Summarizing/Retelling
	

	(Other strategies…)
	

	
	

	Ways to explain a comprehension strategy:
	Discussion Notes

	Explaining and defining how, when, and why to use a strategy
	

	Filling out a graphic organizer or note-taking tool
	

	Annotating a text on an overhead
	

	(Other ways of explaining…)
	

	Ways to model a comprehension strategy:
	Discussion Notes

	Thinking aloud while reading a text
	

	Filling out a graphic organizer or note-taking tool
	

	Annotating a text on an overhead or interactive whiteboard
	

	(Other ways of modeling…)
	

	
	

	Activity structures for guided practice with comprehension strategies (e.g., independent, partner, group work):
	Discussion Notes

	Think-Pair-Share
	

	Partner Reading
	

	Small Group Discussion (e.g., Literature Circles, Reciprocal Teaching Groups)
	

	Graphic Organizers, Note-takers
	

	(Other activity structures…)
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