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Developing a Shared Writing Assignment

Purpose
This framework helps teachers plan lessons in which students engage in collaborate writing.

Materials  
None
Media
Creating an Engaged Community of Writers. This presentation provides an overview on building an engaged community of writers and talks about the different ways in which teachers can build such a community in their classrooms. (4:12 min)

                                       This tool and related media and materials are located in the Doing What Works Library (https://dwwlibrary.wested.org/). For assistance, contact dww@wested.org.
Topic
Teaching Elementary School Students to Be Effective Writers

Practice 
Engaged Community

Developing a Shared Writing Assignment

Understanding the importance of building an engaged community of writers

Before using this tool, view the multimedia presentation, Building an Engaged Community of Writers, which addresses the importance of building a community of writers and outlines activities that can contribute to building such a community. These activities include providing choices in writing topics, writing collaboratively, sharing writing, and celebrating students’ writing by publishing and displaying writing. 
Developing a lesson framework

Teachers can use the following framework to develop lessons for shared writing assignments and activities that stretch across two to three days of instructional time during writer’s workshop. 

1. Goals and objectives – To initiate planning, it is important to identify your goals and objectives, taking into account:

· What aspect of writing you want the students to focus on. For example, including descriptive details in a narrative or clearly presenting three arguments in a persuasive essay.

· What content is most important for students to convey in their shared piece of writing. For example, the key content for understanding informative writing on a topic.

· How well students collaborate. Do students know how to provide feedback to each other as they draft a piece of writing, or do they need practice sharing and giving feedback?

· The materials needed to foster collaboration. For example, a Peer Share Form to help students create constructive feedback on their peers’ writing.

2. Book selection – Consider possible books that align with your lesson goals and objectives. For example, use a wordless picture book and have students use the illustrations as the basis to write the story together as a class, or select a nonfiction book or a narrative to use as a model for story development.

3. Instructional sequence – Articulate the specific instructional sequence you will follow, including modeling, identifying and analyzing the model book, planning, drafting, revising, providing feedback, illustrating, and publishing. 

4. Reflections – This type of activity may be new to many teachers, making it important to reflect daily regarding:

· What went well?

· What challenges did I encounter?

· How can I adjust the next day’s lesson, if adjustments are needed?

· Did students respond as I had hoped to meet the lesson objectives and goals?

Teachers can also reflect on the lesson in professional learning community or grade-level-team meetings to discuss how the lesson builds an engaged community of writers.

5. Extending the lesson – It’s important to extend shared writing assignments to further build an engaged community of writers. Consider the ways in which writing can be shared and celebrated, and choose at least one way to extend your community of writers. For example, you could publish a story that your students created based on a wordless picture book by having it laminated, bound, and then displayed in the school hallway. 

Planning a shared writing lesson 

Use the template below to guide the planning process. 
	Steps in Lesson Planning

	1. Goals and objectives

	Incorporate similes into a piece of writing

	

	2. Book selection

	Sam and the Tigers by Julius Lester

	

	

	

	

	3. Instructional sequence

	Read the book aloud

	Ask students what they notice about comparisons

	

	

	

	

	4. Reflections

	Day 1 – Students needed more examples than just 1 book to understand the concept of similes

	

	

	5. Extending the lesson

	Students can illustrate one comparison from their shared piece of writing
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