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Teaching Elementary School Students to Be Effective Writers:
Planning Writing Instruction Using Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts

College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Writing and Language Standards

This template can help districts/schools understand the alignment among the Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts K–5 (http://www.corestandards.org/assets/CCSSI_ELA%20Standards.pdf); the recommended practices in the IES Practice Guide, Teaching Elementary School Students to Be Effective Writers; and the related Doing What Works media and sample materials. The planning template includes Part A: College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Writing and Part B: Language Standards. The media items and materials are listed under each standard, followed by the corresponding DWW practice, titles of specific media and sample materials, and the area [in brackets] where each item can be found on the website. Practitioners, education leaders, and technical assistance and professional development providers can use this planning tool to examine the alignment between the current status of their state/district standards and instructional materials to identify gaps and areas where they may wish to develop additional instructional materials. Users may wish to review the tools listed under each practice in the Do What Works section to support the implementation of the practices.

	Part A: College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Writing
	Current Status
	State/District Instructional Materials

	Text Type and Purposes
	
	

	Standard 1: Write arguments to support a claim in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.
	
	

	Standard 2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.
	
	

	Standard 3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.
	
	

	Recommended Practice – Teach students to use the writing process for a variety of purposes.  (Writing Process)
	
	

	Teaching Students to Use the Writing Process for a Variety of Purposes Multimedia Overview [Initial Concepts; Practice Summary]
	
	

	Strategies for Using the Writing Process 
Expert Interview [Initial Concepts; Practice Summary]
	
	

	Understanding the Purpose of What You’re Writing
Expert Interview [Initial Concepts; Practice Summary]
	
	

	More Than One Way to Write
Video [See How It Works]
	
	

	Persuasive Writing Lesson
Sample Material [See How It Works]
	
	

	Production and Distribution of Writing
	
	

	Standard 4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task.
	
	

	Standard 5: Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach.
	
	

	Recommended Practice – Teach students to use the writing process for a variety of purposes.  (Writing Process)
	
	

	Teaching Students to Use the Writing Process for a Variety of Purposes Multimedia Overview [Initial Concepts; Practice Summary]
	
	

	Strategies for Using the Writing Process 
Expert Interview [Initial Concepts; Practice Summary]
	
	

	Understanding the Purpose of What You’re Writing 
Expert Interview [Initial Concepts; Practice Summary]
	
	

	Teaching Writing Strategies
Audio [See How It Works]
	
	

	More Than One Way to Write
Video [See How It Works]
	
	

	Writing Conference Sheet
Sample Material [See How It Works]
	
	

	Standard 6: Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and collaborate with others.
	
	

	Recommended Practice – Teach students to become fluent with handwriting, spelling, sentence construction, typing, and word processing.  (Foundational Skills)
	
	

	Teaching Foundational Skills to Help Students Become Effective Writers
Multimedia Overview [Initial Concepts; Practice Summary]
	
	

	Not Grammar for Grammar’s Sake 
Expert Interview [Initial Concepts; Practice Summary]
	
	

	Strategies for Teaching Foundational Writing Skills
Multimedia Presentation [See How It Works]
	
	

	Range of Writing
	
	

	Standard 10: Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.
	
	

	Recommended Practice – Provide daily time for students to write.  (Daily Time)
	
	

	Providing Daily Time for Writing 
Multimedia Overview [Initial Concepts; Practice Summary]
	
	

	Writing Every Day in Every Class
Expert Interview [Initial Concepts; Practice Summary]
	
	

	Writing Every Day in the Content Areas
Video [See How It Works]
	
	

	Writer’s Workshop Every Day
Presentation [See How It Works]

	
	

	Make Time to Write
Sample Material [See How It Works]
	
	


	Part B: Language Standards K-5
	Current Status: District/State Standards Alignment
	Current Status: Instructional Materials Alignment

	Conventions of Standard English
	
	

	Standard 1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
	
	

	Standard 2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
	
	

	Recommended Practice – Teach students to become fluent with handwriting, spelling, sentence construction, typing, and word processing.  (Foundational Skills)
	
	

	Teaching Foundational Skills to Help Students Become Effective Writers
Multimedia Overview [Initial Concepts; Practice Summary]
	
	

	Not Grammar for Grammar’s Sake
Expert Interview [Initial Concepts; Practice Summary]
	
	

	Strategies for Teaching Foundational Writing Skills
Presentation [Foundational Skills; See How It Works]
	
	

	Building a Solid Foundation for Writing
Presentation [Foundational Skills; See How It Works]
	
	

	Learning to Construct Effective Sentences
Audio [Foundational Skills; See How It Works]
	
	

	Check This Out
Sample Material [See How It Works]
	
	

	Keep It Simple
Sample Material [See How It Works]
	
	

	Appositive Worksheet: How Do Experts Do It? 
Sample Material [See How It Works]
	
	

	Knowledge of Language(
	
	

	Standard 3: Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.
	
	

	Recommended Practice – Teach students to become fluent with handwriting, spelling, sentence construction, typing, and word processing.  (Foundational Skills)
	
	

	Teaching Foundational Skills to Help Students Become Effective Writers
Multimedia Overview [Initial Concepts; Practice Summary]
	
	

	Not Grammar for Grammar’s Sake
Expert Interview [Initial Concepts; Practice Summary]
	
	

	Strategies for Teaching Foundational Writing Skills
Presentation [Foundational Skills; See How It Works]
	
	

	Learning to Construct Effective Sentences
Audio [Foundational Skills; See How It Works]
	
	

	Check This Out
 Sample Material [See How It Works]
	
	

	Keep It Simple
Sample Material [See How It Works]
	
	

	Appositive Worksheet: How Do Experts Do It?
Sample Material [See How It Works]
	
	


( Begins in grade 2.
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