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Self-Reflection Tool: Writing Across the Curriculum
Purpose
Elementary school teachers and coaches can use this checklist to reflect on current practice and identify ideas for new instructional activities.  

Materials  
None
Media
Writing Every Day in Every Class. This expert interview explains the importance of daily writing across all subject areas. (4:32 min)
                                       This tool and related media and materials are located in the Doing What Works Library (https://dwwlibrary.wested.org/). For assistance, contact dww@wested.org.
Topic
Teaching Elementary School Students to Be Effective Writers
Practice 
Daily Time
Self-Reflection Tool: Writing Across the Curriculum

Introduction
Research suggests that when teachers integrate writing tasks into content-area instruction students may think more critically about the material. In science, for example, lab reports require detailed procedural writing and clear descriptions of observations, and writing imaginary diary entries may help students connect with a time period they are studying in social studies. Additionally, regardless of subject area, students can write before, during, and/or after reading, to articulate what they already know, what they want to know, and what they learned. 
This checklist helps teachers review their current practice in content-area writing and identify areas of potential improvement. To build background knowledge and learn more about the importance of daily writing in all subject areas, teachers may wish to listen to the expert interview, Writing Every Day in Every Class.
	Writing Assignments About Concepts Across the Curriculum
	Often 
	Some- times
	Never

	Before I assign a writing assignment, I…

	1. Check for students’ understanding of the concepts learned.
	
	
	

	2. Reteach concepts as necessary before starting the writing practice.
	
	
	

	3. Write down clear expectations for writing (e.g., the first letter in each sentence should be capitalized; students should use at least five new vocabulary words).
	
	
	

	When I assign a writing assignment, I…

	4. Communicate the criteria I will use in judging students' work.
	
	
	

	5. Give students a choice among several concepts for their writing assignment.
	
	
	

	6. Give students a choice of genres. 
	
	
	

	7. Help students think about their audience.
	
	
	

	8. Remind students of writing skills learned during writing period.
	
	
	

	9. Help students use graphic organizers to plan their writing.
	
	
	

	10. Help students think about integrating examples and visuals into their writing products.
	
	
	

	11. Encourage students to share with peers and provide constructive feedback.
	
	
	

	12. Provide tools that help students review their work (and that of their peers) for meaning, style, and grammar.
	
	
	

	13. Provide feedback (individually or to the larger group) that includes praise and highlights good examples of writing.
	
	
	

	After students complete a writing assignment, I…

	14. Ask students to reflect on their writing experience, especially regarding any difficulties they had with the assignment.
	
	
	

	15. Analyze the writing products to identify what writing skills students, as a group, need to strengthen.
	
	
	

	16. Teach strategies and appropriate language for peer feedback. 
	
	
	

	17. Model and provide sample language to encourage appropriate verbal feedback.
	
	
	

	18. Provide written or verbal feedback through teacher-student conferences and rubrics.
	
	
	

	19. Encourage peers to participate in providing constructive feedback
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