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Learning Together: Integrating Writing Into the Curriculum
Purpose
This meeting framework guides elementary school teachers through the process of planning writing projects in social studies, math, or science. It can be used as a collaborative learning activity in professional learning communities of cross-grade-level or -subject-area teams.
Materials  
None.
Media
Providing Daily Time for Writing. This multimedia overview presents key concepts for writing in all subject areas. (3:33 min)
                                       Including Writing in Everything We Do. A teacher talks about integrating writing daily in different content areas. (5:37 min)

                                       This tool and related media and materials are located in the Doing What Works Library (https://dwwlibrary.wested.org/). For assistance, contact dww@wested.org.
Topic
Teaching Elementary School Students to Be Effective Writers
Practice 
Daily Time
Learning Together: Integrating Writing into the Curriculum
Meeting Introduction
Begin with a whole-group discussion of the challenges in allocating daily writing time (e.g., students perceive writing exercises as meaningless and inauthentic). On chart paper (or other medium visible to the group) make a list of key points raised. Brainstorm with the group about advantages of integrating writing into social studies, math, and science classes. Create a list of goals you may achieve by integrating writing across the curriculum.
If teachers do not have a strong understanding of the importance of writing across the curriculum and how to integrate writing into content areas, consider showing two media pieces to build background knowledge—Providing Daily Time for Writing and Including Writing in Everything We Do—and leading a discussion on the key points from each media piece and how to apply them.

Getting Started: Identifying Three Writing Projects
Ask participants to work in small groups brainstorming about writing projects aligned with math, science, and/or social studies core curriculum standards and objectives. These projects should deepen students’ content knowledge while providing them with opportunities to practice planning, creating, and revising writing products. Writing projects can draw from many different genres, including research reports, brochures, plays, newspaper articles, personal letters, and posters. Offering students the opportunity to choose among and experiment with various genres can give them a greater sense of personal voice in shaping their assignment and motivate them to invest in it. 
Linking writing projects to content areas gives students the chance to work in a larger variety of genres. In math, students can practice describing graphs in words, while science writing may require students to write a lab report or a poster that summarizes the hypothesis, methods, and results. Using the planner below, ask groups to list content-area topics that lend themselves to writing projects and three genres students could choose to use in addressing each topic. Challenge participants to choose one math topic (e.g., fractions), one science topic (e.g., energy), and one social studies topic (e.g., Native Americans). 
	Writing Projects Across the Curriculum Planner

	Project 1. [content area, e.g., math]

	Optional Topics
	Genre, example
	Genre, example
	Genre, example

	e.g., Energy
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Preparing Instructions
Elementary school students are often in need of step-by-step guidance in organizing and managing their work. Ask groups to list all the information students would need to successfully complete a project. For example:
1. The topic/s available
2. The content the final product should include

3. The length and format of the writing product

4. How to look for information

5. How to take notes

6. The structure and components of the writing product

7. Use of visuals (e.g., graphs, charts, photos, illustrations)

8. Timeline

9. A rubric or other tool for evaluating the writing product

Additional guidance will be specific to the genre. For example, guidance for research reports will include clear instructions (including examples) for writing a bibliography. In this case it may not be sufficient to provide written expectations on how a bibliography should look. Your students may need close guidance on: 
· What sources should be included (e.g., is information from websites okay to include?)

· How to keep track of their sources (e.g., how to create a notecard for each book they use as a source)

Indicate who will be responsible for creating instructions for each writing project. 
Sharing with Peers
Returning to a whole-group discussion, remind teachers that students like to read what their peers have written. Giving students time to read their peers’ writing, ask questions, and give feedback and praise further enables learning. Ask participants to share ideas and past experiences with structuring opportunities for students to share their writing projects with peers. 
Evaluating Writing Tasks

Conclude the session by having teachers discuss the evaluation criteria for writing tasks, including ways to make these criteria explicit to students at the onset of the writing task. Knowing how they will be evaluated on a writing task will make students feel more comfortable and capable as they proceed through the assignment. Emphasize ways that teachers may use the student feedback gathered in the previous step as part of this evaluation. Note also how these criteria may vary across different curricular areas, and how they may be carried out along with other existing assessments.  
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