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Teacher Self-Assessment: Gradual Release of Responsibility

Purpose
Teachers can use this self-assessment to reflect on their use of comprehension strategy instruction in how they can support students with a gradual release of responsibility. Professional development providers may adapt the self-assessment and discussion prompts for their own purposes.

Materials  
Laptop and projector 

IES Practice Guide, Improving Reading Comprehension in Kindergarten Through 3rd Grade
Media
A Gradual Release of Responsibility, expert interview. Dr. Nell Duke describes the “gradual release of responsibility” instructional approach to reading instruction. (3:59 min)

Using Thinkalouds With Fiction and Nonfiction Texts, video interview. District reading coordinator Kim Callison conducts a read-aloud with first graders. (4:30 min)

Targeting Reading Strategies: Summarizing, multimedia presentation. Melanie Stanley, second-grade teacher at Stevenson Elementary School, discusses how she uses a gradual release of responsibility to teach summarizing. (3:43 min)

Question Sea: On- and Under-the-Surface Questions, multimedia presentation. Lauren Cottrell, third-grade teacher at Stevenson Elementary School, uses modeling and guided practice to teach questioning. (4:05 min)  
                                       This tool and related media and materials are located in the Doing What Works Library (https://dwwlibrary.wested.org/). For assistance, contact dww@wested.org.
Topic
Improving K–3 Reading Comprehension

Practice 
Teach Comprehension Strategies

Teacher Self-Assessment: Gradual Release of Responsibility 

Part I. 

Use this chart to reflect on your current practices in providing reading comprehension instruction.
	
	Weekly
	Monthly
	Rarely
	Describe how? In what ways?

	Ways I model or explain reading comprehension strategies

	1. I teach my students different reading comprehension strategies, such as activating prior knowledge, predicting, questioning, visualization, monitoring, clarifying or fix-up strategies, inferring, and retelling.
	
	
	
	

	2. I explain when, how, and why to use reading comprehension strategies.
	
	
	
	

	Ways I model reading comprehension strategies

	3. I use thinkalouds to show students how I go about understanding texts.
	
	
	
	

	4. I show students how to use comprehension strategies with different types of texts.
	
	
	
	

	Ways I provide students opportunities for guided practice

	5. I monitor students individually, in pairs and small groups to ensure they’re using strategies effectively.
	
	
	
	

	6. I check for understanding and use of specific reading strategies.
	
	
	
	

	7. I work with individual students who are struggling with reading comprehension strategies. 
	
	
	
	

	Ways I support students’ independent use of reading comprehension strategies

	8. I provide students with physical reminders of strategies, when and how to use them.
	
	
	
	

	9. I provide opportunities for students to practice reading comprehension strategies with their peers.
	
	
	
	

	10. I provide opportunities for students to practice during independent center work.
	
	
	
	


Part II.  
Consider what the “gradual release of responsibility” looks like with the research-based comprehension strategies: activating prior knowledge/predicting, questioning, visualizing, monitoring, drawing inferences, and summarizing.
First, watch the expert video, A Gradual Release of Responsibility, with Dr. Nell Duke.
Then, look at the illustration on page 15 of the IES Practice Guide Improving Reading Comprehension in Kindergarten Through 3rd Grade, “Illustration of instructional practices to gradually release responsibility to students as task progresses.” Read the classroom usage example and consider how instruction might progress for a different reading comprehension strategy. If completing this assessment in groups, consider having each group brainstorm on instruction of a different strategy. 
Use the chart below to outline the gradual release of responsibility for a specific comprehension strategy.
	Strategy: 

	Task
	Classroom Usage Example

	Explicit description of strategy


	

	Teacher and/or student modeling


	

	Collaborative use


	

	Guided practice


	

	Independent use


	


Part III. 

View the video and slideshow presentations: Using Thinkalouds With Fiction and Nonfiction Texts, Targeting Reading Strategies: Summarizing, and Question Sea: On- and Under-the-Surface Questions.
For each media piece take notes about different ways the teachers describe explaining reading strategies, modeling reading strategies, providing opportunities for guided practice, and supporting students’ independent use of comprehension strategies.

	
	Using Thinkalouds With Fiction and Nonfiction Texts
	Targeting Reading Strategies: Summarizing
	Question Sea: On- and Under-the-Surface Questions

	Explicitly explaining reading strategies
	
	
	

	Modeling reading strategies
	
	
	

	Providing opportunities for guided practice
	
	
	

	Supporting students’ independent use of reading comprehension strategies
	
	
	


Part IV.  

Think about your future practice and what you might do in the classroom to provide explicit instruction in reading comprehension strategies. 

1. Give an example of how you will explicitly explain and model a reading comprehension strategy in the coming week.

2. Describe how you will provide guided practice.

3. How might you provide support for your students as they are learning to use reading comprehension strategies independently?
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