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Learning Together: Applying the Writing Process
Purpose
Coaches, technical assistance and professional development providers, and/or teacher leaders can facilitate this workshop to help teachers apply the writing process and key instructional principles of the process to their own writing.  
Materials  
Individual Writing Samples (Teacher Created)

Media
Teaching Students to Use the Writing Process for a Variety of Purposes. This presentation provides an overview on teaching the writing process. (8:49 min)

                                       Strategies for Using the Writing Process. Audio interview outlining the foundational strategies for teaching the writing process. (5:57 min)
                                       Understand the Purpose of What You’re Writing. Audio interview that presents the importance of teaching students to write for meaningful purposes. (6:09 min)
                                       This tool and related media and materials are located in the Doing What Works Library (https://dwwlibrary.wested.org/). For assistance, contact dww@wested.org.
Topic
Teaching Elementary School Students to Be Effective Writers
Practice 
Writing Process
Learning Together: Applying the Writing Process
Building background knowledge
In order to provide effective writing instruction, teachers need to understand the components of the writing process. Depending on participants’ level of experience and knowledge, consider opening the workshop with a viewing of the multimedia overview, Teaching Students to Use the Writing Process for a Variety of Purposes.
Ask teachers to reflect on the following questions and record their thoughts:
1. Do I explicitly teach all steps of the writing process?

2. How do I demonstrate the fluidity of writing process to students, the ability to go back and forth among the different steps of the process?
3. How do I use evaluation criteria and involve peers in providing feedback to each other on their writing?
4. What ideas did I glean from the presentation that I can apply to my instruction?

Ask participants to share their thoughts with the whole group or provide 3–5 minutes for sharing in small groups. After this sharing, ask for one key “takeaway” and record this on chart paper for future reference.

Experiencing the process
According to the Practice Guide, Teaching Elementary School Students to Be Effective Writers, teachers need to be active participants in the writing process, applying it to their own writing in ways their students can see. They should demonstrate the importance of writing, model perseverance in completing the writing process, and express satisfaction when a piece of writing is completed and ready for publishing. When teachers and students write together, this fosters a sense of community and safety in writing and sharing their writing. For example, teachers can model writing a personal letter to a friend and think aloud about composing the letter. 
To complete the following activities, participants should bring a draft of a piece of their own writing and be prepared to engage in the writing process to initiate planning a piece of writing. As a prelude, the facilitator may engage the participants in a discussion on:

1. Do you feel comfortable writing?

2. What type of writing is most appealing?
3. How do cultural differences influence writing?
To begin, listen to Strategies for Using the Writing Process. This interview with Dr. MacArthur serves to support the outline and activities below. At the beginning of the interview, Dr. MacArthur talks about the importance of planning your writing before you begin drafting. In planning, he emphasizes three steps:

4. Content – What will my piece of writing be about?

5. Purpose – What is the purpose of my writing?

6. Audience – Who is the audience?

Using these questions as a guide to complete a table such as the one below helps writers organize the information they will include in a piece and how it will be written. Participants can complete this table and share how they could use this exercise in modeling for students the planning steps in the writing process.
	The Writing Process – Planning Step
	Content
	Purpose
	Audience

	Use the lines below to plan your piece of writing

	Informational – What is the topic? Example: Butterflies
	
	
	

	Persuasive – What are you making an argument for? Example: A day at the amusement park
	
	
	


Dr. MacArthur states that, after planning and drafting, students need to share ideas or drafts with teachers, other adults, and peers to obtain feedback and suggestions for strengthening the writing. Teachers also need to teach the revision process to motivate students. As students revisit a piece, it’s important to evaluate what they’ve written and consider whether they’ve met their original goals. He suggests making sure students address the following questions:
7. Are there problems within the text that obscure the intended meaning?

8. What kinds of questions should I be asking myself about this piece to make it better?

9. Are all the right parts there?

For example, if a student is revising a persuasive piece, questions to ask might be:
· Is there a clear statement of opinion?

· Are reasons and supports provided for the opinion?

· Is there a conclusion?
Suggested workshop activity: 
Participants share their pieces with a peer and create a list of questions appropriate to guide revision. Allow 5–10 minutes for peers to review each other’s writing and then another 5–10 minutes to give each other feedback. To learn more about providing opportunities to give and receive feedback throughout the writing process, participants could review recommendation 4 in the Practice Guide and the Engaged Community practice on Doing What Works. Conclude the activity by asking participants to share thoughts on what they’ve learned and how they might apply it to their writing instruction.
Dr. MacArthur then focuses on using a gradual release of responsibility, pointing out the steps that help move students toward self-regulated use of strategies:

10. Students need to understand the purpose of the strategy (e.g., brainstorming helps you think about what you know and what ideas you want to include in your writing). 
11. Teachers need to model the strategy through a thinkaloud, demonstrating it while sharing their thinking. For example, the teacher can model brainstorming around a writing topic.
12. Students practice using the strategy, both in small groups and independently, with teacher support as needed.
13. Students apply the strategy independently toward the model of gradual release of responsibility.

Suggested workshop activity:  
Participants can share their experiences about guiding students through a gradual release of responsibility. Potential discussion questions:

1. When did you teach using a gradual release of responsibility to help students toward self-regulated use of a writing strategy? 

· What worked well?

· What were the challenges?

· How would you change the lesson?

· Are there particular writing strategies where this model works better?
2. What do you still need to learn to use a gradual release of responsibility model to help students learn to self-regulate their strategy use?
Optional – Learning about teaching writing for a variety of purposes

The facilitator can extend the workshop and offer additional opportunities for learning by playing Dr. MacArthur’s second interview, Understand the Purpose of What You’re Writing. In this interview, Dr. MacArthur delves more deeply into the importance of teaching writing for a variety of purposes.

After listening to this audio, the participants can discuss how they teach students to write for different purposes and share some effective lessons. Participants are encouraged to discuss ideas, present challenges they’ve encountered, and problem-solve strategies for teaching students to write for different purposes. Some questions to explore are:

14. What different types of purposes for writing do you feel are most important to teach?

15. How do you model writing for different purposes?

16. How do you connect writing for different purposes to what students already know?

The workshop can conclude with participants writing an Exit Ticket answering the questions “What did I learn today that I can immediately apply to teaching the writing process?” and “What do I need to learn more about?”
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