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Purpose
District and school leaders can use this tool to conduct an assessment of supports available to students applying for college admission and financial aid and, based on the results, identify strengths and areas for improvement.

Materials  
None

Media
None
Topic
Helping Students Navigate the Path to College

Practice 
Assist With College Entry

College Application Support Assessment Tool

Suggested Use

School-level personnel can complete College and Financial Aid Application Support Questions to evaluate the school’s existing supports for students completing the steps to apply for college admission and financial aid. The table organizes the activities in an approximately chronological timeline. Schools can modify the order to reflect a more specific timeline.

Answers regarding the level of support should generally be based on the percentage of the student population that was served by the activity. To be rated as “often,” at least 75% of students should benefit. If 25–75% of students receive support, a rating of “sometimes” is generally appropriate. Schools have some leeway to modify the ratings scale to meet their individual needs. 

The table includes space to specify the primary format in which activities are conducted (e.g., whole group, small group, single student, or with family). This helps schools further identify how they support students in the steps to college entry. Items in italics represent those that may not be applicable for all students or relevant for all schools. 

Next Steps

Following the self-assessment, schools can develop a plan to address any identified gap(s) and ensure maintained areas of strength. Questions to ask during planning include:

· What are our primary areas of strength in providing application support? 

· What are our primary areas of weakness in providing application support?

· What human and material resources are available to address these shortcomings?

· How long would it take to implement each new component?

· Who on staff will take the lead in helping the school implement each new component? 

College and Financial Aid Application Support Questions

	
	Often 
	Some- times
	Never
	Whole

Group
	Small Group
	Single Student
	With Families

	Freshman and Sophomore Years
	
	

	Meet with new students to discuss their long-term education and career goals.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Develop a course plan to facilitate academic preparation for those goals.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Begin classes or workshops for SAT, ACT, or other college entry exam preparation.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Hold workshop on college affordability with students and parents.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ensure that students register for and take practice college entry exams (such as the PSAT).
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Conduct workshop on scholarships and other financial aid sources.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Connect students with college and financial aid mentors.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Distribute key dates for students to consider in the upcoming years for the application process.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Junior Year
	
	

	Conduct individual student meetings to discuss college plans and options.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Help students obtain information from their colleges of interest.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Assist students with registering for SAT, ACT, or other college entry exam(s), and provide them with the testing schedule.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Support students in securing exam fee waivers.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Follow up to ensure students complete SAT, ACT, or other college entry exam(s).
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Conduct a workshop to prepare students for the financial aid application process.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ensure students create or designate an email account to use in communicating with colleges.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Provide support for summer activities, such as internships or summer school courses that will facilitate students’ college aspirations.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Senior Year
	
	

	Conduct meetings with students to track progress in meeting key college application deadlines.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Help students learn about available scholarships and grants.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Organize campus visits for students (and parents if possible).
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Help students register for any additional exams (i.e., SAT II, school-specific tests). 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Provide direct assistance with college application completion.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Assist students with obtaining application fee waivers.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Support students in obtaining recommendation letters from teachers and other adults.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Help students write and edit their application essays.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Develop a method for displaying or advertising students’ college acceptances.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Provide students and parents with information and assistance on completing the FAFSA and other financial aid forms. 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Follow up with students to ensure applications are completed and submitted by the appropriate deadline(s).
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Follow up with students to ensure test scores are sent to the appropriate institution(s).
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Assist students with making final college choices. 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Help students and families understand and interpret financial aid award letters.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ensure students conduct the necessary follow-up to secure their spots at selected colleges.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


� Items depicted in italics represent those that may not be applicable for all students or may not be relevant for all schools.
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