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Seventh- and Ninth-Grade Preparatory 
Academies 
University Park Campus School, Massachusetts

Topic: Helping Students Navigate the Path to College 

Practice: Foster College Aspirations

University Park Campus School (UPCS) emphasizes all students’ social 

and academic preparation for college. This document briefly summarizes 

UPCS’s two introductory academies designed to prepare students for high 

school success. Seventh graders are encouraged to attend the three-week 

August Academy, which acquaints them with the rigorous high school 

program and also serves students in upper elementary grades. The Ninth-

Grade Academy, hosted by Clark University, explores the high school 

curriculum and the college campus and as well as an in-depth project that 

students complete.
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