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Planning Together: Aligning Classroom 
Rules With Positive Behavior Skills 

Purpose
This tool is designed to help administrators and teachers craft classroom rules that align with student social-emotional skills that promote positive interactions with others and academic success. 

Materials  
None

Media
None

Topic
Reducing Behavior Problems

Practice
Teach Skills

Planning Together: Aligning Classroom Rules With Positive Behavior Skills

A list of common social skills is provided with a planning chart. Users of this tool can work in teams to discuss and determine the most essential social skills for their students to acquire and create five succinct classroom rules based on principles of positive reinforcement that will be consistent throughout the grade level.

EXAMPLE: 

	Essential Social Skills


	How will this skill promote positive interactions with others?
	How will this skill help students experience academic success?
	Create a classroom rule that explicitly reflects the social skill. The rule should be a simple statement that describes the desired behavior.



	Being prepared
	Being prepared allows students to fulfill their responsibilities to others.  This is demonstrated by students participating in classroom activities, staying on task, and assisting other students if necessary. This can help improve the students’   interactions with others.
	Being prepared for class means that students have the materials needed to participate in class and are attentive and actively engaged during instruction. These are the key ingredients for academic success.
	Students will come to class each day focused and with the necessary materials.


Team members may elect to use the list of social skills to complete the table, or they may rely on their own ideas. 

Teachers can complete this table independently and then compare responses. If this is the case, then teachers should discuss the importance of each skill and its relevance to the students until consensus is built regarding five distinct, essential social skills. The five skills selected will be used to create five classroom rules.

The tool can also be used to support other school personnel who are interested in creating rules for other common areas in the school, such as the library, cafeteria, and playground.

Additional information on reducing behavior problems in the elementary school classroom may be found at:

· What Works Clearinghouse – http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/

· Regional Labs – http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/

· Resources from your school district

	Essential Social Skills


	How will this skill promote positive interactions with others?
	How will this skill help students experience academic success?
	Create a classroom rule that explicitly reflects the social skill. The rule should be a simple statement that describes the desired behavior.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Common Social Skills

	· Taking turns

· Praising (No put-downs)

· Expressing feelings

· Sharing with others

· Exercising patience

· Showing respect

· Saying “Thank you”
· Using appropriate language
	· Listening

· Saying “Thank you”

· Following directions

· Being prepared

· Waiting your turn

· Helping others


· Resolving conflict

· Listening
	· Following directions

· Being prepared

· Waiting your turn

· Helping others

· Engaging in teamwork

· Resolving conflict

· Requesting help

· Accepting differences
	· Staying on task

· Giving encouragement

· Saying “Please”

· Participating

· Engaging in teamwork

· Trying your best

· Self-monitoring

· Being on time
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