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Passport for Positive Behavior
Hidden Hills Elementary School, Arizona

Topic: Reducing Behavior Problems

Practice: Modify Environment

Teachers at Hidden Hills Elementary School model behavior expectations 

with their students at the beginning of the school year. The behavior 

expectations for locations on the school grounds outside of classrooms are 

taken from the Behavior Matrix (see related sample material, Behavior 

Matrix), while behavior expectations inside classrooms are designed and 

written by each teacher in collaboration with all students in the class.

Each student receives a passport at the beginning of the school year. After 

initial lessons about the behavior expectations, teachers go with their 

students on a walk around the campus to model and demonstrate the 

rules of positive behavior. Students are engaged in following the teacher’s 

modeled behaviors. For example, teachers take students as a group to 

the restrooms to practice entering and exiting cautiously, talking in quiet 

voices, and keeping the environment clean and tidy. Each page of the 

passport represents a different location on school grounds. When students 

successfully demonstrate the expected behavior during dedicated practice  

time, the teacher stamps the corresponding page in the passport. 

Teachers can use the passport and accompanying activities as a guide for 

the development of clear expectations and strategies to help students 

learn them.
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