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Observation Checklists: Monitoring
Development
Syracuse City School District, New York

Topic: Preschool Language and Literacy

Practice: Use Interactive and Dialogic Reading

These Observation Checklists were adapted by Syracuse to help preschool 

teachers monitor children’s progress in mastering print awareness and 

comprehension skills within six thematic units. The Syracuse teachers 

use this data to differentiate instruction for individual children. You can 

use or adapt these checklists to help you plan interactive reading and 

track oral language learning across your curriculum, beginning with asking 

children to identify a book’s title, author, and illustrator, and moving 

on to having them retell the sequence of story events. Notice how the 

comprehension and oral language skills vary depending on the focus or 

theme of each of the six units.

 This project has been funded at least in part with Federal funds from the U.S. Department of Education under contract number ED-PEP-11-C-0068. 
The content of this publication does not necessarily reflect the views or policies of the U.S. Department of Education nor does mention of trade 
names, commercial products, or organizations imply endorsement by the U.S. Government. 
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Reading Street 
Unit 1 OBSERVATION CHECKLIST                                Date of Unit  ___/___/___ to  ___/___/___ 

All Together Now  

1

Cognitive Skills/Comprehension 
Tells how 
pictures are 
alike and 
different 

Identifies  
        Title 

        Author 

        Illustrator

Identifies 
and describes 
characters 

Recalls
events in 
story using 
the pictures 

Identifies 
settings in a 
text 

Creates
simple 
representa-
tions of home, 
school or 
community 
through 
drawings 

Uses patterns 
to predict 
what
happens next 

Identifies 
the main 
idea

Uses
pictures as a 
source of 
information 

Center:

Teacher:

Student:
Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post 

1.                    
2.                    
3.                    
4.                    
5.                    
6.                    
7.                    
8.                    
9.                    
10.                    
11.                    
12.                    
13.                    
14.                    
15.                    
16.                    
17.                    
18.                    
19.                    
20.                    

Key: I = Introducing 
 D = Developing 
 M = Mastered 
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Reading Street 
Unit 1 OBSERVATION CHECKLIST                                Date of Unit  ___/___/___ to  ___/___/___ 
All Together Now  

2

Oral Language Skills 
Greets other 
children and 
adults 

Takes turns 
listening and 
speaking 

Follows 
directions 

Talks about 
jobs and ways 
to be a helper 

Understands 
and answers 
questions 
about the 
Talk with 
Me chart 

Dramatizes a 
story

Creates
voices for 
characters 

Describes 
activities in 
photo-
graphs 

Understands 
and uses most 
of the 
Amazing 
Words 

Center:

Teacher:

Student: Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post 
1.                    
2.                    
3.                    
4.                    
5.                    
6.                    
7.                    
8.                    
9.                    
10.                    
11.                    
12.                    
13.                    
14.                    
15.                    
16.                    
17.                    
18.                    
19.                    
20.                    

Key: I = Introducing 
 D = Developing 
 M = Mastered 



Observation Checklists: Monitoring Development—Syracuse City School District, New York
O

bs
er

va
ti

on
 C

he
ck

lis
ts

: 
M

on
it

or
in

g 
D

ev
el

op
m

en
t—

Sy
ra

cu
se

 C
it

y 
Sc

ho
ol

 D
is

tr
ic

t,
 N

Y

Reading Street 
Unit 2 OBSERVATION CHECKLIST                                Date of Unit  ___/___/___ to  ___/___/___ 
Who Lives Here?

1

Cognitive Skills/Comprehension 
Describes 
story
settings and 
characters 

Compares 
and
contrasts 
traits and 
objects

Identifies 
the title and 
title page 

Identifies 
meaning of 
pictures 

Identifies 
words by 
their 
meanings

Makes 
predictions 
and asks 
questions 
based on 
preview of 
text 

Summarizes 
information 
in the text 

Recalls
story
events

 Identifies 
main idea 

Notices
end
punctuation 
and
recognizes
question 
marks 

Center: 

Teacher:

Student: Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post 
1.                      
2.                      
3.                      
4.                      
5.                      
6.                      
7.                      
8.                      
9.                      
10.                      
11.                      
12.                      
13.                      
14.                      
15.                      
16.                      
17.                      
18.                      
19.                      
20.                      

Key: I = Introducing 
 D = Developing 
 M = Mastered 
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Reading Street 
Unit 2 OBSERVATION CHECKLIST                                Date of Unit  ___/___/___ to  ___/___/___ 
Who Lives Here?

2

Oral Language Skills 

Using appropriate vocabulary talks about: 
Takes turns 
listening 
and
speaking 

Adjusts
voice 
volume 
appro-
priately 

Understands 
important 
warning 
sounds

Under-
stands and 
answers
questions 
about the 
Talk With 
Me Charts 

Sings the 
words of 
unit songs 

Animals
and where 
they sleep 

Similarities 
and differ-
ences in 

neighbor-
hoods and 
transporta-

tion 

Non-verbal 
messages 

Where
things are 
in space 

Under-
stands and 
uses most 
of the 
Amazing 
Words 

Center:

Teacher

Student:
Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post 

1.                      
2.                      
3.                      
4.                      
5.                      
6.                      
7.                      
8.                      
9.                      
10.                      
11.                      
12.                      
13.                      
14.                      
15.                      
16.                      
17.                      
18.                      
19.                      
20.                      

Key: I = Introducing 
 D = Developing 
 M = Mastered 
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Reading Street 
Unit 3 OBSERVATION CHECKLIST                                Date of Unit  ___/___/___ to  ___/___/___ 
Watch Me Change

1

Cognitive Skills/Comprehension 
Describes 
story
settings and 
characters 

Identifies 
author,
illustrator 
and title 

Identifies 
and counts 
words on a 
page

Recognizes
informational 
texts are 
about real
things 

Compares 
and
contrasts 
text to own 
life

Creates simple 
representations 
of home, 
school and 
community 

Generates 
questions 
about text 

Summarizes 
information 
in the text 

Recalls
story
events

Identifies 
main idea 

Center: 

Teacher:

Student: 
Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post 

1.                     
2.                     
3.                     
4.                     
5.                     
6.                     
7.                     
8.                     
9.                     
10.                     
11.                     
12.                     
13.                     
14.                     
15.                     
16.                     
17.                     
18.                     
19.                     
20.                     

Key: I = Introducing 
 D = Developing 
 M = Mastered 
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Reading Street 
Unit 3 OBSERVATION CHECKLIST                                Date of Unit  ___/___/___ to  ___/___/___ 
Watch Me Change

2

Oral Language Skills 
Chants a 
rhyme or 

song of unit 

Expresses 
personal

needs and 
wants

Supports
ideas or 
opinions
with reasons 

Uses actions 
and words to 

show
emotions

Can give 
details about 
unit topics 

Discusses 
similarities 

and
differences 

Identifies 
plurals

Uses words 
like near and 

far to 
indicate
location  

Understands
and answers 

questions
about the 
Talk With 
Me Charts 

Understands
and uses most 

of the 
Amazing 
Words

Role plays 
and

dramatizes: 
- an animal  
   family, 
- healthy  
    behavior 

Center:

Teacher:

Student:

Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post 
1.                       
2.                       
3.                       
4.                       
5.                       
6.                       
7.                       
8.                       
9.                       
10.                       
11.                       
12.                       
13.                       
14.                       
15.                       
16.                       
17.                       
18.                       
19.                       
20.                       

Key: I = Introducing 
 D = Developing 
 M = Mastered 
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Reading Street 
Unit 4 OBSERVATION CHECKLIST                                Date of Unit  ___/___/___ to  ___/___/___ 
Let’s Find Out

1

Cognitive Skills/Comprehension 
Recognizes
that 
meaning can 
be obtained 
from print 
and pictures 

Uses
illustrations 
to make 
predictions 

Distinguishes 
between fact 
and fiction 

Generates 
questions 
about text 

Summarizes 
information 
in the text 

Recalls
story events 

Answers 
questions 
correctly
about
events in 
the story 

Identifies 
main idea 

Expresses 
ideas
about
characters’ 
points of 
view 

Can give 
an
alternative 
ending to a 
story

Center: 

Teacher:

Student: 
Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post 

1.                     
2.                     
3.                     
4.                     
5.                     
6.                     
7.                     
8.                     
9.                     
10.                     
11.                     
12.                     
13.                     
14.                     
15.                     
16.                     
17.                     
18.                     
19.                     
20.                     

Key: I = Introducing 
 D = Developing 
 M = Mastered 
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Reading Street 
Unit 4 OBSERVATION CHECKLIST                                Date of Unit  ___/___/___ to  ___/___/___ 
Let’s Find Out

2

Oral Language Skills 
Supports
ideas or 
opinions
with reasons 

Can give 
details about 
unit topics 

Discusses 
similarities 
and
differences 

Uses
language to 
communicate 
to an 
audience 

Identifies the 
meaning of a 
word

Can
improvise
dialogue 

Discusses 
ways to 
solve 
problems

Uses
complete 
sentences in 
conversa-
tions

Understands
and answers 
questions
about the 
Talk with 
Me Charts 

Understands
and uses most 
of the 
Amazing 
Words

Talks about 
getting ready 
for bed, 
using
appropriate
vocabulary 

Center:

Teacher:

Student:
Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post 

1.                       
2.                       
3.                       
4.                       
5.                       
6.                       
7.                       
8.                       
9.                       
10.                       
11.                       
12.                       
13.                       
14.                       
15.                       
16.                       
17.                       
18.                       
19.                       
20.                       

Key: I = Introducing 
 D = Developing 
 M = Mastered 
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Reading Street 
Unit 5 OBSERVATION CHECKLIST                                Date of Unit  ___/___/___ to  ___/___/___ 
Going Places

1

Cognitive Skills/Comprehension 
Names and 
describes 
characters 
and their 
actions 

Matches 
spoken 
words to 
written 
words in 
books and 
dictation 

Uses titles 
and
illustrations 
to make and 
confirm 
predictions 

Distinguishes 
between fact 
and fiction 

Generates 
questions 
about text 

Summarizes 
information 
in the text 

Recalls
sequence of 
story events 

Answers 
questions 
correctly
about
events in 
the story 

Identifies 
plot 

Identifies 
what makes 
a text 
funny, sad, 
happy, 
scary,
informative, 
etc.

Center:

Teacher:

Student Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post 

1.                     
2.                     
3.                     
4.                     
5.                     
6.                     
7.                     
8.                     
9.                     
10.                     
11.                     
12.                     
13.                     
14.                     
15.                     
16.                     
17.                     
18.                     
19.                     
20.                     

Key: I = Introducing 
 D = Developing 
 M = Mastered 
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Reading Street 
Unit 5 OBSERVATION CHECKLIST                                Date of Unit  ___/___/___ to  ___/___/___ 
Going Places

2

Oral Language Skills 
Discusses 
similarities 
and
differences 

Identifies the 
meaning of a 
word

Uses
complete 
sentences in 
conversa-
tion

Discusses 
ways to solve 
problems

Supports
ideas or 
opinions
with reason 

Accurately 
joins into 
rhythmic 
and
predictable 
reading

Can recite a 
rhyme or 
sing a song 

Makes up a 
new verse to 
a song 

Understands
and answers 
questions
about the 
Talk With 
Me Charts 

Understands
and uses most 
of the 
Amazing 
Words

Uses
position
words to 
indicate
location 

Center:

Teacher:

Student Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post 
1.                       
2.                       
3.                       
4.                       
5.                       
6.                       
7.                       
8.                       
9.                       
10.                       
11.                       
12.                       
13.                       
14.                       
15.                       
16.                       
17.                       
18.                       
19.                       
20.                       

Key: I = Introducing 
 D = Developing 
 M = Mastered 
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Reading Street 
Unit 6 OBSERVATION CHECKLIST                                Date of Unit  ___/___/___ to  ___/___/___ 
Building Our Homes

1

Cognitive Skills/Comprehension 
Matches 
spoken 
words to 
written 
words in 
books and 
dictation  

Uses titles 
and
illustrations 
to activate 
prior 
knowledge 

Names and 
describes 
characters 
and their 
actions 

Compares 
and
contrasts 
texts 

Retells
sequence of 
story events 

Tells what 
happened 
first, next 
and last in a 
story

Answers 
questions 
correctly
about
events in 
the story 

Generates 
questions 
about text 

Summarizes 
information 
in the text 

Can use 
illustrations or 
act out text to 
check
comprehension 

Center:

Teacher:

Student
Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post 

1.                     
2.                     
3.                     
4.                     
5.                     
6.                     
7.                     
8.                     
9.                     
10.                     
11.                     
12.                     
13.                     
14.                     
15.                     
16.                     
17.                     
18.                     
19.                     
20.                     

Key: I = Introducing 
 D = Developing 
 M = Mastered 
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Reading Street 
Unit 6 OBSERVATION CHECKLIST                                Date of Unit  ___/___/___ to  ___/___/___ 
Building Our Homes

2

Oral Language Skills 
Discusses 
similarities 
and
differences 

Identifies the 
meaning of a 
word

Uses
complete 
sentences in 
conversa-
tion

Accurately 
joins into 
rhythmic and 
predictable 
reading

Can recite a 
rhyme or 
sing a song 

Can
participate in 
making up a 
new verse to 
a song 

Suggests
ways to 
solve 
problems
presented in 
the story 

Understands
multi-step 
directions

Understands
and answers 
questions
about the 
Talk With 
Me Charts 

Understands
and uses most 
of the 
Amazing 
Words

Discusses 
machines 
and what 
they do 

Center:

Teacher:

Student Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post 
1.                       
2.                       
3.                       
4.                       
5.                       
6.                       
7.                       
8.                       
9.                       
10.                       
11.                       
12.                       
13.                       
14.                       
15.                       
16.                       
17.                       
18.                       
19.                       
20.                       

Key: I = Introducing 
 D = Developing 
 M = Mastered 


