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Conducting a School Assessment: Sparking Curiosity

Purpose
Leadership teams and coaches are encouraged to use this tool to examine the degree of school support for sparking interest in math and science and to identify areas for improvements. Staff in the district office may be able to provide additional resources or technical assistance on relevant practices. The staff may use the school improvement planning process to focus resources to support individual teachers.

Materials
None

Media
None

Topic
Encouraging Girls in Math and Science

Practice
Sparking Curiosity
Conducting a School Assessment: Sparking Interest

	Progress Monitoring Component
	Yes
	Partly
	No
	Next Steps

	1. Principals set expectations for staff about sparking initial curiosity and maintaining long-term interest in math and science.
	
	
	
	

	2. Staff participate in professional development for teachers focusing on using strategies that spark initial curiosity in specific math and science activities and foster sustained interest in math and science content.
	
	
	
	

	3. The school maintains a library of tools and resources to embed math and science skills in interesting contexts.
	
	
	
	

	4. The school develops a library of rich, engaging, and relevant information and narrative texts on science and math content.
	
	
	
	

	5. Teachers use a variety of instructional formats (e.g., projects, group work) and innovative tasks (e.g., problem-based learning) to facilitate instruction and stir interest in math and science topics. 
	
	
	
	

	6. Teachers use a variety of hands-on tools and technology to facilitate instruction and stir interest in math and science topics.
	
	
	
	

	7. The school has established partnerships with community organizations focusing on encouraging girls in math and science.
	
	
	
	

	8. The school provides after-school and summer programs that offer project-based work and apprenticeship.
	
	
	
	

	9. Teachers communicate with parents about their daughters’ interest in math and science and after-school activities for girls.
	
	
	
	


PAGE  
2 if=2"This project has been funded at least in part with Federal funds from the U.S. Department of Education under contract number ED-PEP-11-C-0068. The content of this publication does not necessarily reflect the views or policies of the U.S. Department of Education nor does mention of trade names, commercial products, or organizations imply endorsement by the U.S. Government." 
This project has been funded at least in part with Federal funds from the U.S. Department of Education under contract number ED-PEP-11-C-0068. The content of this publication does not necessarily reflect the views or policies of the U.S. Department of Education nor does mention of trade names, commercial products, or organizations imply endorsement by the U.S. Government.


[image: image2.jpg]Doing What Works
EDgov



[image: image3.jpg]http://dww.ed.gov DOINGWHATW/9RKS



