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District Planning for Universal Screening in Mathematics 

Purpose 
District RtI leadership teams can use this tool to plan a districtwide universal screening program in mathematics, including selecting common screening assessments.

Materials
Screening Tools Chart. Hand out this sample material from the National Center on Response to Intervention (NCRTI) as a resource to help schools select screening instruments.

Media
Screening and Monitoring Progress in Math, multimedia overview of universal screening, describing recommended components of an effective system, how to establishing cut-points to identify at-risk students, and the functions of progress monitoring. (5:34 min)


Universal Screening in Math, video interview with Iowa State University's Dr. Anne Foegen, who explains the purpose of universal screening and how it fits into a multi-tiered intervention system. (5:47 min)

                                       This tool and related media and materials are located in the Doing What Works Library (https://dwwlibrary.wested.org/). For assistance, contact dww@wested.org.
Topic
Response to Intervention in Elementary-Middle Math

Practice 
Screening and Monitoring



District Planning for Universal Screening in Mathematics 

Schedule a series of planning meetings with the district RtI leadership team to discuss establishing or bringing consistency to the district’s universal screening program in math. If there is no existing district leadership team, invite a representative group including principals, math supervisors and coaches, teachers, and special education staff to oversee the design and implementation of a uniform and universal screening process.

Meeting 1 – Presentation and Discussion

1. Watch the Screening and Monitoring Progress in Math multimedia overview to ensure all team members have the same information about universal screening. Clarify the staff’s understanding of a screening program’s purpose, components, and implementation, and why it is important to have uniform district practices. Be sure to spend sufficient time discussing how benchmarks and cut-points are used in screening, as this practice may be new or unevenly applied across the district. 

2. Hand out the Screening Planning Worksheet. Ask staff members to review the activities associated with screening and make notes about any additional activities that may be required. Use the remaining time to discuss how activities associated with screening are accomplished in the schools and the areas where greater consistency is desirable. One team member should take notes about those areas and prepare a summary of decisions.

3. Multiple decision-making meetings may be required to bring consistency to the screening program. At least one meeting should focus on establishing a uniform set of screening instruments (see below).

Meeting 2 – Screening Instruments

4. Prior to the meeting, a subgroup of the team should gather examples of the screening instruments currently used across the districts and obtain copies of selected additional screening instruments (e.g., those available from the district assessment office or featured in the NCRTI Screening Tools Chart).

5. Show the Universal Screening in Math expert interview with Dr. Anne Foegen. The interview will likely answer some of the questions team members may have about screening instruments. 

6. Hand out copies of the Screening Selection Worksheet and the NCRTI’s Screening Tools Chart to guide the group’s rating and discussion of the instruments they currently use and review of other available math screening instruments. Lead a discussion about the strengths and weaknesses of instruments currently in use and guide a decision about the best option for consistent districtwide use.

Pennsylvania Training and Technical Assistance Network (PaTTAN)

The two worksheets included here are taken from a universal screening training module developed by PaTTAN to assist schools implementing Response to Instruction and Intervention (RtII) with the identification of students at risk of academic or behavioral failure.

Screening Planning Worksheet

	
	Who
	When
	Where/How
	Notes

	PRE-SCREENING

	Select and purchase
	
	
	
	

	Train all staff (administration and interpretation of measures)
	
	
	
	

	Prepare materials (download, color code, names, collate, etc.)
	
	
	
	

	Distribute materials
	
	
	
	

	SCREENING

	Notify staff of timelines
	
	
	
	

	Identify grade leaders
	
	
	
	

	Screen students (K, 1, 2, etc.)
	
	
	
	

	Perform fidelity checks
	
	
	
	

	POST-SCREENING

	Score
	
	
	
	

	Enter scores into database
	
	
	
	

	Develop data packets for grade- level teams
	
	
	
	

	Schedule data analysis team meetings, each grade
	
	
	
	

	Store materials
	
	
	
	

	Review district assessment plan
	
	
	
	


Screening Selection Worksheet
	Product
	Area/Grades
	Reliable/Valid
	Training
	Time
	Data Reports
	Alternate Forms
	Benchmarks
	Cost

	Screening Instrument Name
	1. Reading 

2. Math 

3. Behavior 
	Yes/No

(refer to www.rti4success.org)
	4. Online

5. Video 

6. Trainers 

7. Availability
	# of minutes/indiv. (reading)

# of minutes/group (math)
	8. Student 

9. District

10. School

11. Class
	12. Benchmark

13. Progress Monitoring 
	Yes/No
	14. Materials 

15. Training 

16. Data Reports
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