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Resources for Improving Instructional Quality
Purpose
In addition to the resources available in the Increased Learning Time topic, many other topics contain resources that might be helpful when considering increasing time for teaching and learning. This tool provides users with quick-reference links to relevant media and documents across the Doing What Works website, organized by key concepts related to the Increased Learning Time topic.

Materials
None

Media
None
Topic
Increased Learning Time: Beyond the Regular School Day

Practice 
Structure Time

Key Concepts and Related Products in DWW Topics Beyond the Increased Learning Time (ILT) Topic
After you’ve explored the content available in the Increased Learning Time (ILT) topic, you can use this tool to search out more relevant materials in other Doing What Works topics.

Click on the key research concept or scroll down in order to find related research-based products. To follow hyperlinks in Microsoft Word, hold the “Control” and left-click on the link. 

I would like to learn more about how to: 
1. Use assessment results to inform the planning of the school day.
2. Tailor instruction to individual and small group needs.
3. Make learning relevant and interesting.
4. Provide professional development aligned with instructional plans.
5. Intersperse academic learning blocks with enrichment activities.
1. Use assessment results to inform the planning of the school day.

Using multiple types of student data (including formal and informal assessments, homework, class participation, discipline referrals, and English language proficiency) can effectively inform decisions about expanded learning time. Teachers can use these data to conduct needs assessments and customize instructional plans accordingly.
Relevant Products in Other Topics:

	Name/Link
	Type/Time
	Description
	DWW Topic

	Prepare, Inquire, Act
	Expert Interview (7:34 min)
	Watch this interview to learn about a vision of an ongoing cycle of instructional improvement with three steps: prepare, inquire, and act. 
	Using Student Achievement Data to Support Instructional Decision Making

	What Do You See in These Data?
	Expert Interview (6:31 min)
	This interview showcases an expert discussing how data-based decision-making can become a more collaborative process for teachers and administrators.
	Using Student Achievement Data to Support Instructional Decision Making

	It’s Not Something That’s Static  
	Audio Interview (4:22 min)
	The principal and department chair at one high school discuss how the staff uses data to develop curriculum.
	Using Student Achievement Data to Support Instructional Decision Making

	You Can’t Hide From Data
	Audio Interview (3:10 min)
	Hear a principal describe the schoolwide vision for data use and accountability.
	Using Student Achievement Data to Support Instructional Decision Making

	Lessons From Iowa About RtI

	Audio Interview (6:34 min)
	State agency leaders from Iowa describe RtI as a general education innovation focused on using data to make instructional decisions.
	Response to Intervention in Elementary-Middle Math

	Learning Together: Making Data Part of a Cycle of Instructional Improvement

	Word Document
	This tool helps provide training to develop an understanding of key concepts on using data to support the cycle of instructional improvement.
	Using Student Achievement Data to Support Instructional Decision Making


2. Tailor instruction to individual and small group needs.
Schools can use targeted blocks of academic support, engaging paraprofessionals and specialty teachers to provide smaller student-to-teacher ratios. Other individualization methods may include small-group cooperative learning, peer tutoring, and computer-assisted instruction. Teachers can also use data on students’ strengths and weaknesses to tailor worksheets and other academic assignments.
Relevant Products in Other Topics:

	Name/Link
	Type/Time
	Description
	DWW Topic

	Progress Monitoring and Differentiation
	Audio Interview (6:32 min)
	Hear a second-grade teacher explain how she differentiates instruction daily for four learning skills groups and monitors student progress. 
	Response to Intervention in Primary Grade Reading

	Academic Interventions to Increase Student Success

	Expert Interview  (3:55 min)
	Watch this interview to learn about the elements of academic support to struggling students, including extra time, extra support, and individualized attention.
	Dropout Prevention

	Differentiation Within the Kindergarten Core
	Audio Interview (4:28 min)
	Listen to a kindergarten teacher discuss differentiation within core instruction, including strategies for teaching English language learners.
	Response to Intervention in Primary Grade Reading

	Professional Development for Data Utilization 
	Word Document
	Download this tool to conduct an assessment of the professional development needs of staff related to implementation of assessments and use of data from assessments.
	Response to Intervention in Elementary-Middle Math


3. Make learning relevant and interesting.

Integrating fun learning activities and connecting the concepts learned to students’ interests and everyday life can help engage and motivate them in their studies. For example, project-based learning and use of manipulatives can deepen students’ involvement in the learning process and their understanding of the concepts taught.
Relevant Products in Other Topics:

	Name/Link
	Type/Time
	Description
	DWW Topic

	Strategies for Engaging Students
	Video Interview (7:46 min)
	A high school physics teacher describes strategies to capture students’ immediate interest in physics. 


	Encouraging Girls in Math and Science

	Using Project-Based Learning
	Slideshow
	Watch this slideshow to learn about strategies to engage students through project-based learning. 


	Encouraging Girls in Math and Science

	The Power of Worked Examples 
	Slideshow
	View this slideshow to see how one teacher alternates worked examples with opportunities for practice. 


	Response to Intervention in Elementary-Middle Math

	Small Group Academic Support Through Humanities Teams 

	Slideshow
	Click through this slideshow to gather ideas about engaging students through project-based learning and small-group instruction. 

 
	Dropout Prevention

	Designing Math and Science Lessons to Spark Girls’ Curiosity 
	Word Document
	Use the tips provided in this tool to organize the integration of fun math and science activities for girls into the math/science curriculum, and to connect students to additional enrichment opportunities in math and science. 
	How to Organize Your Teaching


4. Provide professional development aligned with instructional plans.
A school culture that values teacher learning and collaboration (e.g., through professional learning communities) can improve the effectiveness of instruction. Provide targeted on-site professional development and access to instructional resources aligned with data-informed instructional plans and school improvement goals. 
Relevant Products in Other Topics:

	Name/Link
	Type/Time
	Description
	Home Topic

	Teachers Implement Changes to Improve Instruction
	Video Interview (6:19 min)
	A music, special education, and fifth-grade teacher discuss strategies that they have learned and implemented successfully in their classrooms.
	Turning Around Chronically Low-Performing Schools

	Data Afternoons

	Slideshow with Audio
	View this slideshow to see and hear about how teachers from one high school use half-day professional development opportunities (“Data Afternoons”) to analyze student data and plan instruction.
	Using Student Achievement Data to Support Instructional Decision Making

	Observing Instruction to Build Capacity
	Video Interview (5:17 min)
	Carolyn Viss, the chair of the mathematics department at Waterford High School, conducts a coaching session based on classroom observation of a core algebra class.
	Turning Around Chronically Low-Performing Schools

	Building a Personalized Environment Through Small Learning Communities 
	Video Interview (5:54 min)
	Western Hills University High School uses a team approach and flex block scheduling to foster a personalized learning environment. 
	Dropout Prevention

	Cross-Grade Activity: Vertical Planning 
	Sample Material
	In this professional development session, teachers discuss problems students have with standards and brainstorm instructional ideas that will help teachers in the lower grades better prepare students. 
	Teaching Literacy in English to K-5 English Learners


5. Intersperse academic learning blocks with enrichment activities.

Use additional time to offer enrichment opportunities that connect to state and district standards, school improvement goals, and students’ current assessment results. These enrichment opportunities may seek to build students’ knowledge and skills, promote academic and career aspiration, and foster a positive school climate.
Relevant Products in Other Topics:

	Name/Link
	Type/Time
	Description
	Home Topic

	Mastery Over Time
	Video Interview (6:45 min)
	Consider how content can be spaced over years, not just months, as you listen to two math teachers describe opportunities for review. 
	How to Organize Your Teaching

	Small Group Academic Support Through Humanities Teams
	Slideshow
	The ninth/tenth grade Humanities Team at Sleepy Hollow was created to support students at risk of failing in ninth grade. 
	Dropout Prevention

	Science Activities That Engage Girls 
	Video Interview (6:03 min)
	Four science teachers discuss nontraditional instruction and innovative project ideas. 
	Encouraging Girls in Math and Science

	Learning Together About Spacing Learning Over Time 
	Word Document
	The materials and worksheet in this tool can be used to convene a school in-service session for teachers to learn why and how to space learning over time. 


	How to Organize Your Teaching
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