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Planning Chart Activity: Incorporating More 
Concrete Connections to Abstract Concepts 

Purpose
Teachers interested in incorporating more concrete representations when teaching abstract concepts should use this tool to brainstorm specific activities related to a particular unit of study. 

Materials
None

Media
None 

Topic
How to Organize Your Teaching

Practice
Abstract-Concrete Connections
Planning Chart Activity: Incorporating More Concrete Connections to Abstract Concepts

Begin filling out the included planning charts by identifying the important ideas, key vocabulary words, and possible student misconceptions for a unit, and then use the checklist of suggested activities to brainstorm ways to build in concrete connections to the more difficult, abstract concepts. In addition to completing this tool, you can view the media and sample materials on the See How it Works section and consult with curriculum coaches in the school to receive additional support or to identify other resources for classroom implementation.

The sample chart on the following page, started for a fifth-grade social studies unit on events leading up to the Revolutionary War, illustrates how this planning chart can be used to effectively infuse a particular unit with more concrete experiences and activities. 

	[SAMPLE] Planning Chart Activity 
Incorporating More Concrete Connections to Abstract Concepts


	Teacher’s Name: Mrs. Wesson
	Course: U.S. History – Grade 5
	Unit: Events Leading to Revolutionary War

	Important Concepts:

French and Indian War

Proclamation of 1763

Quartering Act

Boston Massacre

Stamp Act

Boston Tea Party

Intolerable Acts
	Common Student Misconceptions:

Why did tensions develop? Weren’t the colonists part of Britain? Why would the colonists want to fight the British when they depend on them for protection?
	Key Vocabulary:

Conflict

Tension

Protection

Restrictions


	“I can use this kind of activity …”
	“…to help me teach the concept of…” 
	Describe your idea for the activity. Include how you will make direct connections.
	Ways in which activity provides useful or accurate connections 
	Limitations of the activity in providing useful or accurate connections

	__ physical model       __ video clip

__ manipulatives         __ scenario

_X simulation/game     __ artifacts

__ experiment/lab        __ skit/role play

__ visual metaphor      __ photos/slides

__ illustrations             __ graphs

__ labeled diagram (process, parts)

__ other: ______________________
	The impact of the French and Indian War on the relationship between the American colonies and Great Britain
	Tell students they are allowed to plan a class holiday party and then read a memo from the principal that outlines restrictions for the party in light of a recent problem with another class party. Explain that the party is not really happening but the activity was designed to help students experience the frustration felt by colonists after new laws were imposed by the British to help protect the colonies.
	principal = Great Britain

students = colonists

freedom to plan party = political and economic freedom for over 150 years

PTA places restrictions after problem with another class’s party = laws developed after French and Indian War
	Students’ frustration is short-lived; colonists’ frustration is just beginning to build up.

Restrictions come from nearby principal; colonists feel more upset because the laws are being passed by people living very far away.

	_X labeled diagram (process, parts)

__ other: ______________________
	How both sides contributed to the growing tension; demonstrate relationship between beliefs and action
	Review events leading to Revolutionary War using timeline graphic organizer and arrows to illustrate cause-and-effect
	Draw arrows to show cause and effect between specific laws and reactions or beliefs

Differentiate arrows for colonist’s and Great Britain’s reactions or beliefs
	Do not want to imply direct causal effects for each reactions; need to point out external factors influencing conflict separate from the laws and actions.
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