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Topic: How to Organize Your Teaching

Practice: Spacing Learning Over Time

Math teacher Matt Forbes organizes his grading report system to provide 

useful data on how well his students are retaining key material from 

his algebra course. Each class begins with a review quiz on one of eight 

important topics covered each quarter (e.g., non-linear systems or 

simplifying expressions). By clustering the quiz scores by topic area on 

this report, he can track progress and share information with students and 

families. A student who scores higher each time a topic is re-assessed is 

making steady progress and solidifying understanding. A student who may 

have scored high initially but now struggles on the same type of question 

a few weeks later may need a misconception clarifi ed or strategic study 

to master the material. Additionally, an average score for the class 

according to each topic indicates where he may need to invest additional 

instruction time to support student learning.

You can see from this grading report that graph transformations and non-

linear systems were just introduced (quizzed once) and systems of three 

equations was reviewed (quizzed 4 times). Forbes knows that he will need 

to adjust his instruction on systems of three equations; after four quizzes, 

the class average is still relatively low (80.65%) for that topic.
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