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Topic: Dropout Prevention

Practice: Learning Environment

This document describes the Avanza and Spanish Language General 

Education Development (GED) programs at Sleepy Hollow High School. The 

Avanza Program is a pilot alternative academic program designed to meet 

the needs of English as a Second Language (ESL) students in middle and 

high school. These students are at risk of failing or dropping out of school 

because of significant educational gaps due to limited or interrupted 

schooling. The purpose of the Avanza Program is to improve the academic 

skills of these students so they can receive a New York State Regents 

diploma or their GED.

Students in the Spanish Language GED program are students who have 

arrived in the United States after age 19 without a high school diploma, 

students who have struggled for years in the regular ESL program, or 

students who are over the age of 16 and are at risk of dropping out.

This project has been funded at least in part with Federal funds from the U.S. Department of Education under contract number ED-PEP-11-C-0068. 
The content of this publication does not necessarily reflect the views or policies of the U.S. Department of Education nor does mention of trade 
names, commercial products, or organizations imply endorsement by the U.S. Government. 
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