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Evaluation Checklist: How Effective is Our Use of Data?

Purpose
This tool is designed to help state, district, school leaders and principals evaluate the capacities and applications of their comprehensive data system.

Materials
None

Media
None


Topic
Dropout Prevention  

Practice 
Data Systems  
Evaluation Checklist: How Effective is Our Use of Data?
This tool may be helpful when assessing or augmenting an existing comprehensive data system. It provides questions and key considerations to guide an assessment of a data system, highlighting features that benefit dropout prevention efforts. This tool draws on research and recommendations from the Data Quality Campaign and Institute of Education Sciences to provide guidance to ensure the data system can store information relevant to dropout prevention efforts. A list of questions regarding system requirements is provided. Additionally, the list contains a section for notes, where users can record ideas for future development. 

After participants complete the tool, the Data Quality Campaign (http://www.dataqualitycampaign.org/) provides resources for next steps to put such a data system in place.  

Assessing Your Current Data System: Quality of Data Collected

	Does Your Data System Have These Capabilities?
	Yes
	No
	Notes:

	1. Is there a unique student identifier that connects student data across key databases and tracks students K–12 or K–16?
	
	
	

	2. Are data gathered longitudinally to ascertain how many students drop out—or are otherwise unaccounted for—after eighth grade?
	
	
	

	3. Does the data system have the ability to track individual students’ test results from year to year to measure academic growth?
	
	
	

	4. Can your system match teachers to students by courses?
	
	
	

	5. Does the system compile information on course completions, end-of-course exams, and course grades for individual students?
	
	
	

	6. Does the system have the capacity to include data from surveys and focus groups regarding students’ sense of engagement and belonging in school?
	
	
	

	7. Does the system have the capability to collect and report student performance data on college admissions tests (i.e., PSAT, SAT, and ACT)?
	
	
	

	8. Can the system match the schools’ records to higher education records?
	
	
	

	9. Are data collected on student transfers inter- and intra-district?
	
	
	

	10. Is there a state audit system in place that can assess data quality, validity, and reliability?   
	
	
	


Investigating Further: A Look at Dropout Prevention Features

	Does Your Data System Collect and Analyze Information on Early Warning Signs?
	Yes
	No
	Notes:

	11. Can the system track extended or frequent absenteeism and identify students according to parameters set by the school?
	
	
	

	12. Is it possible to flag students that exhibit declines in academic achievement and engagement (as indicated by course grades and behavior)?
	
	
	

	13. Can the system generate automatic alerts if the student fails a core academic subject or fails to be promoted to the next grade level? 
	
	
	

	14. Is the database continually reviewed and updated?
	
	
	

	15. Will the system be capable of matching individual students to programs, courses, and interventions in which they are participating?
	
	
	

	16. Can the database perform systemwide analyses of student characteristics, risk factors, outcomes, and impact of interventions to identify students at risk of dropping out through multiple indicators?
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