DOINGWHATW’4RKS

BSAMPLE MATERIAL

What Matters in the Freshman Year for
Graduating From High School

The Consortium on Chicago School Research, Illinois

Topic: Dropout Prevention

Practice: Data Systems

Researchers from The Consortium on Chicago School Research use this
PowerPoint presentation to present the Framework for Freshman Year, to
help schools understand the data on freshman year indicators used in the
framework, and to guide decisions on dropout prevention strategies based
on these data.

The freshman year on-track indicator is a measure of progress during

the first year of high school. An on-track student has no more than one
semester grade of “F” in a core subject and has accumulated five full
course credits. Researchers also present data on course failures and
attendance. Students who have frequent absences or cut classes are less
likely to graduate. Schools are guided in the use of these data to target
students in need of interventions and to design appropriate interventions.
For example, data has indicated that 75% of students who are offtrack
have few Fs or no Fs and low grades. Thus, schools can target this
population in designing its interventions.

This project has been funded at least in part with Federal funds from the U.S. Department of Education under contract number ED-PEP-11-C-0068.
The content of this publication does not necessarily reflect the views or policies of the U.S. Department of Education nor does mention of trade
names, commercial products, or organizations imply endorsement by the U.S. Government.
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Today

Basic Framework for Freshman Year
e Discussion 1

Going Deeper: Using the Framework
* Discussion 2

Analyzing School Data

For more information, see “What Matters for Staying On-Track and Graduating in Chicago Public Schools”
http://ccsr.uchicago.edu/content/publications.php?pub_id=116
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The Freshman Year Matters!
Freshman year framework for predicting graduation
Precision Time Available
End-of
Blunt
End-of
Precise Failures Grades quarter/semester
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Freshman On-Track Indicator

“2 Core F’s in grade 9: won’t graduate any time”

A measure of progress during the first year of high school

* An on-track student has no more than one semester F in a core
subject

— English, math, science, or social studies

* An on-track student has accumulated five full course credits (in
any subject)

— The number required to move to 10t grade Chicago’s CPS policy
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How is On-Track Related to Graduation?
Four- and Five-Year Graduation Rates by Whether
On-Track at the End of the Freshman Year
Students entering high school in September 1999
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Additional Freshman Year Information
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Students who fail more courses are
less likely to graduate

FIGURE 7
Four-Year Graduation Rates by Freshman Course Failures
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Students who are absent or cut too many

Percentage that Graduated in Four Years

classes don’t graduate
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Days Absent per Semester
Course cufting counted as partial days
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Virtually all
students with
less than a “D”

average in their
first year will
fail to graduate
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Four-Year Graduation Rates by Freshman GPA

Percentage that Graduated in Four Years
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Students with low grades in the freshman year will not graduate

Virtually all
students with
a “B” average

or higher in

their first
year will
graduate in 4
years

ccsr

Perhaps you are saying to yourself...

BUT MY KIDS READ AT A 6™ GRADE
LEVEL...
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Four-Year Graduation Rates by On-Track Status after Freshman Year and
Incoming Reading and Mathematics Achievement
Students entering high school in September 2000
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Failures are more strongly related to absence than to
eighth grade standardized test scores

Average Number of Fs by Absences and Eighth-Grade Test Scores
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Failures are more strongly related to absence than to
eighth grade standardized test scores

Average Number of Fs by Absences and Eighth-Grade Test Scores

Highest —
absence

Students in the bottom quartile of
achievement who missed less than 1
week/semester averaged fewer Fs than
students in the top quartile with 1-2 weeks of
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Summarizing the Freshman Year

Absences

*Freshman performance is crucial for graduation
*Students have to go to class
*Students have to get good grades
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Discussion 1

* What are the implications of the freshman
year framework for your practice?
— What have you been doing?
— What might you try?
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Going Deeper: Using the Framework
Using On-Track Rates to Predict Graduation Rates

Precision Time Available
End-of year
Somewhat On-Track
Blunt
. End-of
Precise Failures Grades quarter/semester
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Time Check
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Graduation Rates in Chicago
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Graduation and Freshman On-Track Rates
On-Track Rates Lead Graduation Rates
70
60
‘3 50
c
% 40
=
“ -
S 30 —4— Graduation
£ |
g 20 On-track
o
1
H AR
: : : : 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
cCCsr Fall of Freshman Year




What Matters in the Fr

eshman Year for Graduating From High School—The

Consortium on Chicago School Research, Illinois DOINGWHATW"2RKS

aR NI
Mesmm

Failures and Credit Recovery

Precision Time Available
End-of year
Somewhat On-Track
Blunt
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Students who fail more courses are
less likely to graduate

FIGURE 7
Four-Year Graduation Rates by Freshman Course Failures
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Intervention may be most effective for students with

Four Year Graduation Rate
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Intervention may be most effective for students with
few Fs or no Fs and low grades
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Absences and Early Interventions

Precision Time Available
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Students with lower test scores are at
higher risk for absences

Missing Classes Puts Graduation at Risk Absences by Incoming Achievement
100%—
100% ik}
90%— 87% 3%
90% | %
2
5 80%
= 17%
=
2 w  T0%-
= I3
3 S 6o%-| %
E &
| s | 20%
g % 50%
@ 5
= 0%
5
5 20%
10%
0+ T
Highest Third Second Lowest
04 59 1014 1519 2024 2520 30-34 3530 40+ Eighth-Grade National Quartile on the ITBS
Days Absent per Semester
Course cutting counted as partial days Semester Absences in Days

Hos MHso 10-14 Misa9 W20

So how do | get my students to come to school and perform in classes?

SCHOOL CLIMATE
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Student-Teacher Relationships Matter!

Trust, Support and Relevance Influence Absences

FIGURE 19
Relationships of School Climate Measures with Course Absences
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Discussion 2

* Pick one of the current actions or suggestions
on the board

— What makes it work?

— What might be some issues?
— How could it be improved ?
— Is there an alternative?

Breakout depending on # of people
Time Check
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On-Track over Time
How does the freshman on-track rate change over time for Achille students
2001 to 2007 Ninth-Graders
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Semester Failures over Time
Are there fewer students gettings Fs over time?
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GPA over Time

How do Achille first-time freshmen perform in all their freshman courses over time?

2001 to 2007 Ninth-Graders
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On-Track over Time by Gender
Do on-track rates differ for boys and girls?
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On-Track over Time by EXPLORE
Do on-track rates differ by 9th grade EXPLORE scores?
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Freshman EXPLORE Scores over Time
Are EXPLORE scores for incoming freshmen increasing or decreasing over time?
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Feedback

* For more information on using this data, contact
Nicholas Montgomery
(nmontgomery@ccsr.uchicago.edu)

* For information on the research, contact
Elaine Allensworth (elainea@ccsr.uchicago.edu)

* For the full research report, see publications
section at http://ccsr.uchicago.edu
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