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Topic: Dropout Prevention

Practice: Data Systems

This sample report shows schools the types of data that they can use 

to determine whether students are on track to graduation. Being on 

track at the end of the freshman year is predictive of whether students 

will graduate from high school or not. Using reports generated from 

Chicago Public Schools’ data system, principals can examine data for five 

years after elementary school to determine students’ on-track rate to 

graduation. Principals can track performance over time for such indicators 

as course failure and freshman grade point average (GPA). As principals 

become familiar with data from this sample report, they can analyze their 

schools’ data. To learn more about the way schools can use reports from 

a data system, listen to two audio interviews: Two or More Core F’s in 

Grade 9, Won’t Graduate Anytime and Taking Action Based on Freshman 

Indicators.

This project has been funded at least in part with Federal funds from the U.S. Department of Education under contract number ED-PEP-11-C-0068. 
The content of this publication does not necessarily reflect the views or policies of the U.S. Department of Education nor does mention of trade 
names, commercial products, or organizations imply endorsement by the U.S. Government. 
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INSIDE THIS REPORT

by the end of the 2006 – 2007 school year

Exempli Middle Students Leaving Eighth Grade in 2002

 66% GRADUATED HIGH SCHOOL IN FIVE YEARS

32% DROPPED OUT

2% WERE STILL IN HIGH SCHOOL

Nicholas Montgomery, Consortium on Chicago School Research at the University of Chicago (Spring 2008) Making the 
Transition: How Exempli Middle Eighth-Grade Graduates Are Doing in CPS High Schools
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On-Track to Graduation
How do Exempli students progress through high school?

2002 Eighth-Grade Graduates

   On-Track    Graduated    Charter    Off-Track    Dropped Out    Left CPS

Fifth Year 
(Fifth Year Seniors)

Fourth Year 
(Seniors)

Third Year 
(Juniors)

Second Year 
(Sophomores)

First Year 
(Freshmen)

Number of Students - One symbol equals approximately three students

0 6 12 18 24 30 36 42 48 54 60 66 72 78 84 90 96 102 108 114 120

Total On-
Track

Off-
Track

Charter
School Graduated Dropped

Out Left CPS

First Year - 2002-2003 119 64 27 0 n/a 13 15
Second Year - 2003-2004 119 55 20 3 n/a 18 23
Third Year - 2004-2005 119 55 17 3 0 21 23
Fourth Year - 2005-2006 119 n/a 9 1 60 26 23
Fifth Year - 2006-2007 119 n/a 2 0 63 30 24

Table 1: Exempli 2002 Eighth-Grade Graduates’ Progression through High School

On-Track, Off-Track, Graduation, and Dropout Rates
On-Track and Off-Track Graduation and Dropout

Included in
Calculation1

On-Track Off-Track Included in
Calculation1

Graduation Dropout

First Year - 2002-2003 104 62% 26% 104 n/a 13%
Second Year - 2003-2004 93 59% 22% 96 n/a 19%
Third Year - 2004-2005 93 59% 18% 96 0% 22%
Fourth Year - 2005-2006 n/a n/a n/a 96 63% 27%
Fifth Year - 2006-2007 n/a n/a n/a 95 66% 32%

1On-track and off-track rates exclude students who attended charter schools or left CPS. Graduation and dropout rates
exclude students who left CPS.
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Performance over Time
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On-Track over Time
How does the freshman on-track rate change over time for Exempli graduates?

2002 to 2006 Eighth-Grade Graduates

Exempli CPS
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Ninth-Grade Year

2002--2003 2003--2004 2004--2005 2005--2006 2006--2007

62%  63% Exempli
 59% CPS

Ninth-Grade Year Total Included in
Calculation1

Exempli On-Track CPS On-Track2

2002–2003 119 104 64
(62%)

15,210
(62%)

2003–2004 123 107 70
(65%)

15,083
(58%)

2004–2005 126 97 69
(71%)

15,385
(59%)

2005–2006 119 98 61
(62%)

15,583
(58%)

2006–2007 113 99 62
(63%)

14,847
(59%)

1This number excludes those Exempli students who left CPS or attended a charter school.
2This CPS rate only counts high school students who graduated from eighth grade in CPS.

Table 2: Five Years of Freshman On-Track Rates for Exempli Graduates
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Course Failure over Time
How do Exempli graduates perform in freshman math and English over time?

2002 to 2006 Eighth-Grade Graduates

F in English Only F in Math Only F in Math AND English
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7%

3%

23%

 5%

 8%

 15%

Ninth-Grade Year Total Included in
Calculation1

F in English
Only

F in Math
Only

F in Math
AND English

2002–2003 119 90 6
(7%)

3
(3%)

21
(23%)

2003–2004 123 101 11
(11%)

10
(10%)

17
(17%)

2004–2005 126 91 6
(7%)

13
(14%)

11
(12%)

2005–2006 119 92 8
(9%)

7
(8%)

17
(18%)

2006–2007 113 86 4
(5%)

7
(8%)

13
(15%)

Note: Failures refer to semester failures, not full-year failures. It takes two semester failures to be considered off-track.
1This number excludes those Exempli students who left CPS, attended a charter school, dropped out
in their freshman year, or were missing grades.

Table 3: Five Years of Freshman Math and English Failure Information for Exempli Gradu-
ates
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GPA over Time
How do Exempli graduates perform in all their freshman courses over time?

2002 to 2006 Eighth-Grade Graduates
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GPA over Time
How do Exempli graduates perform in all their freshman courses over time?

2002 to 2006 Eighth-Grade Graduates
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40%
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24%

39%
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26%

17%
8% 23%

19%
23%

10%

17%

9%

Ninth-Grade Year Total Included in
Calculation1

A/B C D F

2002–2003 119 90 40
(44%)

28
(31%)

15
(17%)

7
(8%)

2003–2004 123 101 40
(40%)

34
(34%)

23
(23%)

4
(4%)

2004–2005 126 91 48
(53%)

22
(24%)

17
(19%)

4
(4%)

2005–2006 119 92 36
(39%)

26
(28%)

21
(23%)

9
(10%)

2006–2007 113 86 41
(48%)

22
(26%)

15
(17%)

8
(9%)

Note: GPA is rounded to the nearest 1.0 (A = 4.0; B = 3.0; C = 2.0; D = 1.0; F = 0.0).
1This number excludes those Exempli students who left CPS, attended a charter school, dropped out
in their freshman year, or were missing grades.

Table 4: Five Years of Freshman GPAs for Exempli Graduates

8 How Exempli Middle Eighth-Grade Graduates Are Doing in CPS High Schools



Making the Transition: How Exempli Middle Eighth-Grade Graduates Are Doing 
in CPS High Schools—Chicago Public Schools, Illinois

Making the Transition: How Exempli Middle Eighth-Grade Graduates Are Doing in CPS High Schools—

Chicago Public Schools, Illinois

On-Track Rates by High School Attended

Section Contents
On-Track by High School (page 10)

CPS On-Track by High School (page 12)

Exempli Middle, Spring 2008 9



Making the Transition: How Exempli Middle Eighth-Grade Graduates Are Doing 
in CPS High Schools—Chicago Public Schools, Illinois 
Making the Transition: How Exempli Middle Eighth-Grade Graduates Are Doing in CPS High Schools—

Chicago Public Schools, Illinois

On-Track by High School
Are certain high schools better at keeping Exempli graduates on-track as freshmen?

2006 Eighth-Grade Graduates

On-Track Off-Track/Dropout

Other CPS Schools

Lake View

Senn

Lane Tech

Amundsen

Mather

Sullivan

Number of Students
0 10 20 30

55%

75%

78%

100%

44%

83%

80%
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High School Number of
Students

Number
On-Track

Percent
On-Track

Sullivan 22 12 55%

Mather 12 9 75%

Amundsen 9 7 78%

Lane Tech 9 9 100%

Senn 9 4 44%

Lake View 6 5 83%

No Show 1 12 0 0%

Other CPS Schools 20 16 80%

Included in Calculation 99 62 63%

Students without On-Track Information
Other CPS Charter Schools 2 2 n/a n/a

Left CPS 12 n/a n/a

Table 5: Freshman On-Track Rates by High School for Exempli 2006 Graduates

1 ’No shows’ are students who did not show up for high school in the Fall after eighth grade and did not transfer out

of CPS. They are considered dropouts, but we have not counted them against any high school’s on-track rate here.

2 We cannot calculate on-track for charter school students because we do not have their transcript data.

Exempli Middle, Spring 2008 11
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CPS On-Track by High School

Are certain high schools better at keeping CPS students on-track as freshmen?
2006 CPS Eighth-Grade Graduates

See page 6 for an explanation of why the on-track rates may be different from other published on-track rates.

Note: Schools marked as enrolling Exempli students enrolled at least one student from the Exempli eighth-grade class of 2006.

Enrolling Exempli students    Not Enrolling Exempli students

Fenger AA
Englewood AA

Clemente AA
Crane AA

Entrepreneurship
Tilden AA

B.E.S.T.
Moses Vines

Crane Tech Prep
Tilden Career Academy

Hirsch
Senn AA
Robeson
Farragut

Dyett
Gage Park

Marshall
Sullivan
EXCEL
AASTA

Fenger Academy
School of Leadership

Chicago Vocational (CVCA)
Harlan Community Academy

Foreman
Bogan Computer Tech

Senn
Global Visions

School of Technology
Schurz

Steinmetz Academic Centre
Douglass Academy

Clemente
Julian

Corliss
Kelly

Harper
Kennedy

Mather
Hyde Park Academy

Phillips
Kelvyn Park

Manley Career Academy
Hancock

Hope College Prep
Dunbar

Roosevelt
Hubbard

Amundsen
Simeon Career Academy

Chicago Discovery
Juarez

Kenwood Academy
George Washington High
Rickover Naval Academy

Taft
Clark Academic Prep

Phoenix Military Academy
Multicultural Arts (LV)

New Millenium
CVCA AA

Chicago Agricultural
Richards Career Academy

Von Steuben
Carver Military Academy

Chicago Academy
Curie

Morgan Park
Wells

Uplift Community
Military Acdmy-Bronzeville

Social Justice (LV)
Lindblom Math & Science

King College Prep
School of the Arts

Best Practice
Al Raby

Austin B & E
Prosser Career Academy

Lincoln Park
North-Grand

World Language (LV)
Lake View
Bronzeville
Lane Tech

Infinity (LV)
Brooks College Prep
Jones College Prep

Whitney Young
Spry Community Links

Northside College Prep
Payton College Prep

On-Track Rate
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100
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On-Track Rates by Student Background

Section Contents
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On-Track by Race/Ethnicity
Do Exempli graduates have different freshman on-track rates by race/ethnicity?

2006 Eighth-Grade Graduates
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Exempli CPS

Latino African 
 American

Asian White Latino African 
 American

Asian White

Total Included in
Calculation1

Exempli On-Track CPS On-Track2

Latino 53 50 30
(60%)

5,582
(60%)

African American 34 26 13
(50%)

7,045
(54%)

Asian 19 17 16
(94%)

717
(86%)

White 7 0 n/a 1,485
(72%)

1This number excludes those Exempli students who left CPS or attended a charter high school. Categories with
fewer than ten students are not shown to maintain student confidentiality.
2This CPS rate only counts high school students who graduated eighth grade from a CPS school.

Table 6: Freshman On-Track Rates by Race/Ethnicity for 2006 Exempli Graduates
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On-Track by Gender
Do Exempli boys and girls have different freshman on-track rates?

2006 Eighth-Grade Graduates
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Exempli CPS
Girls Boys Girls Boys

Total Included in
Calculation1

Exempli On-Track CPS On-Track2

Girls 71 61 42
(69%)

8,392
(66%)

Boys 42 38 20
(53%)

6,455
(52%)

1This number excludes those Exempli students who left CPS or attended a charter high school. Categories with
fewer than ten students are not shown to maintain student confidentiality.
2This CPS rate only counts high school students who graduated eighth grade from a CPS school.

Table 7: Freshman On-Track Rates by Gender for 2006 Exempli Graduates
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On-Track by ELL Status
Do Exempli English language learners have different freshman on-track rates?

2006 Eighth-Grade Graduates
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Exempli CPS
Non ELL ELL Non ELL ELL

Total Included in
Calculation1

Exempli On-Track CPS On-Track2

Non ELL 67 55 32
(58%)

10,767
(57%)

ELL 46 44 30
(68%)

4,080
(64%)

Note: English Language Learners (ELL) are those students who were in a CPS bilingual program
for at least two years at any point in elementary school.
1This number excludes those Exempli students who left CPS or attended a charter high school. Categories with
fewer than ten students are not shown to maintain student confidentiality.
2This CPS rate only counts high school students who graduated eighth grade from a CPS school.

Table 8: Freshman On-Track Rates by English Language Learner Status for 2006 Exempli
Graduates
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On-Track by Special Education
Do Exempli special education students have different freshman on-track rates?

2006 Eighth-Grade Graduates
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General
 Education

Special
 Education

General
 Education

Special
 Education

Total Included in
Calculation1

Exempli On-Track CPS On-Track2

General Education 96 84 54
(64%)

12,567
(60%)

Special Education 17 15 8
(53%)

2,280
(54%)

1This number excludes those Exempli students who left CPS or attended a charter high school. Categories with
fewer than ten students are not shown to maintain student confidentiality.
2This CPS rate only counts high school students who graduated eighth grade from a CPS school.

Table 9: Freshman On-Track Rates by Special Education for 2006 Exempli Graduates
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On-Track by ISAT Performance
Do Exempli graduates have different freshman on-track rates by ISAT reading performance level?

2006 Eighth-Grade Graduates
O

n-
Tr

ac
k 

R
at

e 
(p

er
ce

nt
 o

f a
ll 

tra
ck

ab
le

 s
tu

de
nt

s)

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

Exempli CPS

No
 ISAT 
 Score

Warning Below Meets Exceeds No 
 ISAT 
 Score

Warning Below Meets Exceeds

Total Included in
Calculation1

Exempli On-Track CPS On-Track2

No ISAT Score 6 0 n/a 985
(60%)

Warning 0 0 n/a 41
(49%)

Below 24 20 11
(55%)

2,926
(45%)

Meets 69 62 39
(63%)

9,901
(63%)

Exceeds 14 12 9
(75%)

994
(85%)

1This number excludes those Exempli students who left CPS or attended a charter high school. Categories with
fewer than ten students are not shown to maintain student confidentiality.
2This CPS rate only counts high school students who graduated eighth grade from a CPS school.

Table 10: Freshman On-Track Rates by ISAT Reading Performance for 2006 Exempli Grad-
uates
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Key Terms
On-track

Off-track

Charter school

Graduated

Dropped out

Left CPS
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