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Encouraging Girls in Math and Science: 
Planning Template for Working With State Education Agencies
Planning templates are designed to help technical assistance providers work with educators. This template can help state-level personnel translate the recommendations of the IES Practice Guide Encouraging Girls in Math and Science into actions and policy options, encourage systematic identification of existing strategies or gaps, and establish a coordinated and coherent statewide support system.

	Areas of State Responsibility
	Current Status
	Next Steps

	
	Already in Place
	Not Feasible/ Inappropriate
	Potential Areas to Develop
	

	A. State Leadership
	
	
	
	

	1. Relevant SEA staff has met to discuss recommended practices, clarify policies, and develop strategies for supporting LEAs in implementing practices.  
	
	
	
	

	2. The SEA has developed partnerships with other statewide agencies, colleges and universities, businesses, and community agencies to support LEAs in delivering practices.  
	
	
	
	

	B. Setting Standards and Expectations
	 
	
	
	

	1. The SEA has developed and communicated state policy and procedures for encouraging girls in math and science.
	
	
	
	

	2. The SEA publicizes the current research findings about the brain as part of reinforcing equal expectations from boys 
and girls.
	
	
	
	

	C. Recommending Research-Based Curricular and Instructional Resources, Including Assessments
	
	
	
	

	1. The SEA provides descriptive information to LEAs on recommended practices and strategies.
	
	
	
	

	2. The SEA develops and provides math and science frameworks for integrating practices for encouraging girls in math and science into instruction to all LEAs.
	
	
	
	

	3. The SEA provides specific information to LEAs on strategies and practices for training students on spatial skills.
	
	
	
	

	D. Ensuring the High Quality of Staff
	
	
	
	

	1. The SEA provides professional development to LEA leaders on policies and practices for encouraging girls in math and science.
	
	
	
	

	2. The SEA requires LEAs to provide professional development on classroom practices for encouraging girls in math and science for administrators, teacher leaders, and teachers of math and science at each level—elementary, middle, and high school.
	
	
	
	

	E. Develop and Implement Support Systems for Districts and Schools
	
	
	
	

	1. The SEA ensures that state and local school improvement specialists are providing consistent messages about practices for encouraging girls in math and science.
	
	
	
	

	2. The SEA school improvement teams include staff with expertise in math and science instruction.
	
	
	
	

	F. Ensure Fiscal Adequacy and Equity 
	
	
	
	

	1. The SEA provides guidance in how federal and state funds can be used to support technology and materials for math and science to promote students’ interest and facilitate skill building in specific areas where gender gaps are identified, such as spatial skills.
	
	
	
	

	2. The SEA provides guidance in how federal and state funds can be used to support field trips and conferences to allow girls to meet with female role models and learn about the contributions of women in math and science. 
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