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Guide Text Discussion: Observing 
Text Discussion in K–3 Classrooms
Purpose
Coaches can use this observation checklist to evaluate and provide feedback on teachers’ use of small-group or partner-share text discussions in the classroom. Teachers can also use this tool to guide peer observations in classrooms at and across grade levels. Observing across grade levels helps teachers understand how text discussion evolves as students progress.
Materials  
Laptop and projector

Read-Aloud Walk-Through Checklist, sample material (optional)
Media
Text Discussion One Step at a Time, expert interview. Dr. P. David Pearson describes the value and benefits of text discussion and offers suggestions for planning, structuring, and supporting discussions. (5:57 min)

Partner Sharing: Good Readers Ask Questions, video interview. A second-grade teacher at Woodbridge Elementary School demonstrates how she engages students in text discussion. (5:34 min)
Topic
Improving K–3 Reading Comprehension
Practice 
Engage Students With Text
Guide Text Discussion: Observing Text Discussion in K–3 Classrooms
Part I: Observing the Classroom
Coaches and teachers can use this tool to record their observations of a classroom lesson that incorporates small-group or partner-share text discussions. 
If you are a teacher planning to observe a colleague’s lesson, consider reviewing the interview with Dr. P. David Pearson, Text Discussion One Step at a Time. In addition, you can practice using this tool while viewing the instructional video, Partner Sharing: Good Readers Ask Questions.
	Practices
	Observed
	Not Observed
	Notes
(Briefly describe what you observed)

	Discussion Preparation

	1. The selected text is appropriate for students’ reading ability. 
	
	
	

	2. The selected text is appropriate for students’ interests.
	
	
	

	3. The text aligns with the teacher’s instructional purpose.
	
	
	

	4. A structure guides small-group or partner discussions.
	
	
	

	5. The lesson plan incorporates comprehension strategies, questioning, and other explicit approaches for facilitating student discussion.
	
	
	

	6. The teacher previewed the text to identify new vocabulary words and key places to ask questions.
	
	
	

	7. The classroom environment is conducive to discussion.
	
	
	

	Teacher Actions

	8. The teacher sets up an effective structure to guide student participation in text discussion.
	
	
	

	9. The teacher models comprehension strategies and the text discussion process.
	
	
	

	10. The teacher reminds students of discussion norms and deals effectively with discussion issues. 
	
	
	

	11. The teacher uses interesting text and engaging materials to facilitate peer discussions.
	
	
	

	12. The teacher asks higher-order questions to elicit discussion on the text’s meaning.
	
	
	

	13. The teacher asks students to make connections as they read.
	
	
	

	14. The teacher asks follow-up questions to extend discussion and encourage use of comprehension strategies.
	
	
	

	15. The teacher asks students to justify responses with evidence from the text.
	
	
	

	16. The teacher helps students identify elements in a narrative text (e.g., character, setting, plot) or informational text (e.g., cause/effect, compare/contrast).
	
	
	

	17. The teacher scaffolds discussion (e.g., monitoring understanding, asking for clarification, asking whether students agree with a peer’s response).
	
	
	

	18. The teacher encourages students to talk and listen to each other.
	
	
	

	19. The teacher praises peer discussion and use of comprehension strategies.
	
	
	

	20. The teacher provides guided reading and other opportunities for students to practice text discussion.
	
	
	

	Comprehension Strategy Instruction

	21. Activating prior knowledge or predicting: students use background knowledge to construct meaning or predict what will happen next.
	
	
	

	22. Questioning: students answer or develop questions about main ideas in the text.
	
	
	

	23. Visualization: students develop a mental image of what is described in the text. 
	
	
	

	24. Monitoring, clarifying, or fix-up: students monitor whether they understand what they read, and when they do not, they reread or use strategies that will help them.
	
	
	

	25. Drawing inferences: students generate information important to constructing meaning but that is missing or not explicitly stated in the text. 
	
	
	

	26. Summarizing or retelling: students briefly describe, orally or in writing, the main points of what they read. 
	
	
	

	Student Engagement

	27. Students are actively participating in conversations about the text.
	
	
	

	28. Students are actively listening to others.
	
	
	

	29. Students are using their own background knowledge and experiences to make meaning.
	
	
	

	30. Students are making connections (e.g., self-to-text, text-to-text).
	
	
	

	31. Students are making up their own questions and sharing ideas and wonderings.
	
	
	

	32. Students are developing, refining, and defending points of view and citing text evidence.
	
	
	


Part II: Sharing Feedback
Coaches and teachers may use the prompts below to guide post-observation discussions.
1. How did the teacher prepare students for text discussion? 

2. What was the effect of using specific task structures, student roles, or sentence starter prompts/question stems?

3. What did you notice about the level of student engagement with the text and during peer discussions?

4. What did you notice about the quality of student conversation about the text? Did they appear to understand the reading? How do you know?

5. How did the teacher incorporate comprehension strategy instruction into text discussion?

6. What types of questions did the teacher ask to facilitate and extend student discussion?

7. How did the teacher scaffold learning so that all students could participate successfully?

8. What did the teacher do to further students’ understanding of the reading during the text discussions?
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