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Encouraging Girls in Math and Science: 
Planning Template for Working With Districts
Planning templates are designed to help technical assistance providers work with educators. This template can help district-level personnel translate the recommendations of the IES Practice Guide Encouraging Girls in Math and Science into actions and policy options, encourage systematic identification of existing strategies or gaps, and establish a coordinated and coherent districtwide plan that addresses the needs of its schools.
	Area of LEA Responsibility
	Current Status
	Next Steps

	
	Already in Place
	Not Feasible/ Inappropriate
	Potential Areas to Develop
	

	A. District Leadership
	
	
	
	

	1. The LEA develops and communicates district policies for encouraging girls in math and science to all administrators, specialists, and relevant teaching staff.
	
	
	
	

	2. The LEA has identified potential resources, including state and federal grant monies, to support recommended practices (e.g., professional development, instructional resources and materials).
	
	
	
	

	B. Providing Research-Based and Effective Instruction in Support of State and District Standards 
	
	
	
	

	1. The LEA provides training for math and science teachers on practices for encouraging girls in math and science.
	
	
	
	

	2. The LEA identifies materials and resources to schools to encourage a growth-through-effort (rather than an innate ability) mindset in math and science.
	
	
	
	

	3. The LEA identifies materials and resources to schools to spark girls’ interest in math and science. 
	
	
	
	

	4. The LEA identifies materials and resources to schools to integrate spatial skills training into the math and science curriculum. 
	
	
	
	

	C. Recruiting, Retaining, Supporting High-Quality Staff
	
	
	
	

	1. The LEA provides leadership training for principals and teacher leaders to supervise and support teachers with emphasis on effective instructional practices to encourage girls in math and science. 
	
	
	
	

	2. The LEA encourages teachers from different schools to work together to explore ways for implementing practices to encourage girls in math and science through cooperation, communication, and collaboration.
	
	
	
	

	3. The LEA offers/funds training for math teachers on techniques for providing spatial skills training to students. 
	
	
	
	

	4. As necessary, the LEA hires staff with expertise in engaging girls in math and science or consults with experts to provide guidance and support to principals and teacher leaders on practices.
	
	
	
	

	5. The LEA identifies funds to support districtwide professional development on practices.  
	
	
	
	

	6. The LEA identifies resources and materials for schools to use in implementing recommended strategies and practices.
	
	
	
	

	7. The LEA ensures that teachers and guidance counselors are up to date on math and science requirements for various careers, including those that do not require college degrees (e.g., medical technicians).
	
	
	
	

	D. Girls’ Enrichment Programs
	
	
	
	

	1. The LEA provides a summer program to provide enrichment in math and science, give girls a head start in those subjects, and promote their confidence to continue with math and science courses in high school and possibly in their college and career choices. 
	
	
	
	

	2. The LEA supports after-school initiatives (e.g., math and science clubs) to provide enrichment in math and science, give girls a head start in those subjects, and promote their confidence to continue with math and science courses in high school and possibly in their college and career choices.
	
	
	
	

	3. The LEA supports career days and other special conferences and events to spark girls’ interest in careers in math, science, technology, and engineering. 
	
	
	
	

	4. The LEA provides resources for students about what is needed to obtain postsecondary education in math, science, and related fields, including academic requirements and scholarship opportunities for girls.   
	
	
	
	

	E. Engaging Families and Community
	 
	
	
	

	1. The LEA communicates policies for encouraging girls’ achievement in math and science and exploring math- and science-related careers, to parents and community organizations.
	
	
	
	

	2. The LEA has established partnerships with community agencies, businesses, colleges and universities, etc., to obtain resources for teachers to implement practices.
	
	
	
	

	3. The LEA has established processes for inviting community volunteers and guest speakers from various organizations to serve as female role models. 
	
	
	
	

	4.   The LEA has developed partnerships with local postsecondary institutions for internships, mentoring, outreach programs, and dual credit courses.
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